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W Review the first haif of the
Red Sox season, game by
game, in photos on Projo
2007 Game Sitds Shows.

W Art Martone and Mike
McDermatt discuss all
things Red Sox on proja
SexTalk. cur daity audio
feature, posted by neon

| Follow the All-Star Game
0 real time on Projo. Stats.

B FIORENTINO WINS
BOXING TITLE
Cranston's former two-time
world champion Misey
Florsnting (16-1-0, 6 K0s)
eamned 3. i decision
(79-73, 7973, 79-73) over
previously unbeaten Clndy:
Serranc (15-1-L 7KOs), of
Brookiyn, N.Y., on Saturday to
win the North American Boxing
Federation super
title. She is: now the World
Boxing Council super
featherweight No. 1 contender
and is hoping to face WBC
Jolenx

champlon

(20-2. 11KOs) later this year.
B WEIS IS HEADED
BACK TO COURT
Jury selection is scheduled to
begin Friday in Suffolk, Mass.,
Superior

dramatically last summer whena
Juror coilapsed, the doctors
rushed fo his.aid and the judge
declared a mistrial, Weis claims
that the surgeons botched his.
<care after gastric bypass surgery
in 2002

B ANGELS WAIVE
HILLENBRAND

The Angels yesterday waived
infieider-designated hitter Shea
Hillenbrand, 3 disappointment
for Los Angeles after signinga
$6.5-miltion, ore-year contract
in December, The 31-year-old
Hitlenbrand batted .254 with
three homers and 22 RBI in 53
games with the Angels.

| D.C. JURY RULES
AGAINST IVERSON

A federal jury awarded
$260.000 yesterday to one of
two men who sued NBA star
Allon lverson after they said
they were beaten by his
entourage at a Washington
nighteiub in 2005. The jury's.
decision against fverson and his
bodyguard, Jason Kane, covers.
bar patron Marlin Godfrey's
medicai bills and pain and
suffering.

| PATRICK SAYS
HE'S LEAVING ESPN
Dam Patrick is leaving ESPN
aiter 18 years, insisting there is”
1O acrimony but saying he was
beginning fo take his job for
granted. The former
SportsCenter anchor announced
his decision on his fadio Show
yesterday and said his final show
will be Aug. 17. Patrici said he
hoped fo continue working in
radio.

B SUN PLAYERS

ARE ALL-STARS

named reserves yesterday for
Sunday’s WNBA Ail-Star game.
Jones, who will be playing in her
first All-Star game, is the second
leading scorer on the team,
averaging 16.4 points. Douglas,,
averaging 16.9 points, is making
her second straight appearance
in the Ali-Star game. She eamea
Most Valuable Player honors in
the 2006 contest.
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Halfway home, Sox get what they need to lead

BY STEVEN KRASNER
JOURNAL St s Warre

1t's not the exact midpoint of the
2007 baseball season. That date
passed a week or so ago for the
Boston Red Sox, when they played
their 8ist game.

But with the All Star break upon
us, it’s time 10 reflect on the figu-
rative first half of the year, a portion
of the schedule that was so success.
ful for Boston that the erganization
is being represented by six players
in tonight's All-Star Game in San
Francisco,

The Red Sox enter the break
featuring the best record in baseball
Al 53-34, Boston's winning percent-
age of 609 has earped the Red Sox

a whopping 10-game lead in the
American League East: Indeed,
Boston is the only team over 500 in
the division.

The amazing part of the Sox’
first-half success is the manner it
was achieved. There was 50 jong.
string of dramatic, this-has-to-be-
the-year late-inning heroles,

The stapie of this team has been
consistently outstanding starting
pltching and airtight relief in the
eighth and ninthinnings. Little won-
der that the Sox' Josh Beckett {12-2)
was a candidate for tonight's starting
nod while the AL bullpen will in-
clude Hideki Okajima (0 83 eamed-
fun avernge) and Jonathan Papelbon
(20 saves in 21 chances).

And while no team can play 609
ball without offensve contributions,
the Red Sox have not been carmied
by any one player in the Eneup. This
has not been about jumping on the
broad powerful shoulders of David
Ortiz and Manny Ramirez and ev-
eryone else going along for the ride

Timing has been everything for
the offense. While several piayers
may have been in slumps. there are
always two or three hitters who have
been hot. able to pick up the slack
when others tatl off. 56 while Ortiz
has been consistent as a hitter if not
a shegger, and Manny's reputation
has been more impressive than his
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All-Star pitcher Josh Beckett, with a 12-2 record, has

stc RED SOX, C§

become the Red Sox' ace. as the team had hoped.

CAMPBELL’S HALL OF FAME TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS

It’s an opening farewell Vladdy

Yince Spadea,
abave, husties
for a return
against Justin
Gimeistob,
"right, during the
opening round
of the
Campbell’s Hal
of Fame Tennis
Championships
yesierday al the
MNewport
Casino.
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FREDA SQUIRES

Vince Spadea dispatches Justin
Gimelstob, who after his 11th
appearance in Newport,
reveals that he'll soon retire,

BY MIKE SZOSTAK
HATRNAL SORTS WiTER

NEWPORT — Amid switls of fog
and hints of sun, two old pros meeting
for the seventh and possibly final time
treated an intimate opening-day crowd
at the Campbell's Hall of Fame Tennis
Championships 1o baseline rallies, fo-
rays to the net and the occasional elec-
trifying shot foranhour and 15 minutes.

In the end, second-seeded Vince
Spadea, who will tum 3 5
feated 30-year-nld Justin Gimelstob,
6-4, 6-3, improving his record to 5-2
against Gimelstod and keeping him
winless after eight matches this year.

But that’s only haif the story. Gimel.
stob's Hth appearance in Newport, a
tournament record, was his last,

“I will not be playing professional
tennis next year. This is the last time I'll
be playing here. This is the last time I'll
be playing everywhere 1 play,” Gimel-
stob said on the porch overiooking the
expanse of green lawn he has visited
since turning pro in 1996 after two years
as a dominant collegiate player at
UCLA. The ATP said that 476 players
have passed through Newpert since
1976. After Gimelstob, the player with
the most Hall of Fame appearances is
Brad Drewert of Australia with 10.

Gimelstob had major back surgery
last September afterthe U.S. Open, and
the pain he still endures is teo great to
continue.

“I was basically told that my career
was over.” he said. “Ilost 80 percent of
thestrengthin my leg after the surgery,
I had major nervé damage in my right
leg. It's not nearty as strong as it needs
tabe; L work on it as much as I can, but
there’sonly somuchyoucando. fdon't
have near theexplosivenessthat | need,
and that's saying a lot considering, I'm
nat a physical dynamo as it is.

“Playing against great tennis players
in a compromised state is not an easy
situation. I'm trying to do the best § can.
Vil keep going. but] have nodelusions.”
he said.

Gimelstob lost to Andy Roddick in
the first round at Wimbledon this vear

Gimelstob was runner-up in singles
here last year. his first singles final in
153 career tourmaments. He lost to
Mark Philippeussis in straight sets. He
and Jeff Coetzee lost to Robert Ken-
drickand Jusgen Melzer in straight sets

hed . making his 10th
it to Newport the most memorable. He
has won 13 carcer doubles titles and
325 million in prize money and has
been ranked as high as 63rd in singles
and 18th in doubles

Mark Stenning, Ha'l of Fame chief
executive and fourmnament director,
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McAndrew grabs the early lead at the R.I. Amateur

David McAndrew, who recently won the R Four-Ball with Drew Harker,
shoots an opening 66, good for a one-shot lead over John Drohen.

BY PAUL KENYON
JORRNAL StumTs Wigie

WARWICK — The last time Jason Pan-
none played golf with David McAndrew, it
cost Pannone a state championship when
McAndrew made a slew of birdies.
they played together again yesterday,
McAndrew and Pannone benefited when

the birdies again started flying,

McAndrew and Pannone played in the

same threesome in the opening round of

the 102nd R1. Golf Associat
Warwick and they finished t

McAndrew, a Rhode 1

n Club product who just finished a good
freshman year for the Stetson University

Rolf team, eamed the lead

86. Pannone, a recent URL

was one of the leaders of
’

third on the scoreboard. respective

team, had a 68.

The only player between them was Al-
pine’s John Drohen. Playing in the after-
noon, when conditions became more diffi-
cult, Drohen had a 67 despite being 3-over
on his first five holes. Tnggs' John Pellegni-
00 and James Ferrea, a Portsmouth High
grad and Assumption Cellege junior,
maiched par at §9.

While qualifying is competition for the
32 match-play berths, McAndrew and

ion Amateur at
he day first and

sland  Country

with a 3-uader
grad where he

the Fac SEE AMATEUR, C3

ALL-STAR GAME

edges
Derby

The Los Angeles Angels’
Vladimir Guerrero tops—
the Toronto Blue Jays'
Alex Rios in the annual
Home Run Derby

BY GREG BEACHAM
ASSOCIATED Piss

SAN FRANCISCC — With
Barry Bonds sitting out, this der-
by was dry — and Viadimir Guer-
rer was San Francisco’s home
fun king for a day.

The Los Angeles Angels slug-
ger won the Home Run Derby
fast night, hitting 17 homers and
beating Toronto’s Alex Rios, 3-2,
in the final round of the All-Star
competition.

None of the eight sluggers

managed a true “splash hit” over
the right-field fence and into the
waterfront park’s iconic McCo-
vey Cove. Dozens of eager fans
weanng wetsuits and carrying
nets amid the flotilla of kayaks
and rafts ended up scrambling
for just a handful of fout bails and
ricochets during nearly six hours
of batting practice and derby
slugging.
But the four semifinalists sent
balls into every other corner of a
park that's usually a nightmare
for any hitter not named Bonds,

Guerrero, who managed just
two homers in his only previous
derby appearance back in 2000,

SEE DERBY, C4

Our values
don’t hold
any worth

[here were two excellent
stories about sternid abuse in
yesterday's Journal sports sec.
tion. One dealt with sterpid
testing — or the Jack thereof —
at the high-school level The

1 other pointed

dn e tne
DONALDSON fact we now
need o test
our high
school athietes.
1 for steroids
¥} shows dramat.
ically how
| parents, educa-

) tors, and socie-
ty as a whole have failed “miser-
abiv~

.
Tonight. in what 'll describe
as either a bold assumption or a
wild guess, I'm predicting that
Barry Bonds receives a standing
ovation when he's introduced 10
the crowd at AT&T Park for the
All-Star Game in San Francisco,
And, if that's the case — and
Fll bet it is — then what is the

set DOMALDSON, C4
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Anritraj

following

father’s footsteps

BY MIKE 5Z0STAK

Botwsas Svwrs Wesmie
NEWPORT — He probably
knows more about the Hall of
Fame and the City by the Sea
than any other 23-year-old play-
ing the Camphbell’s Hall of Fame

inthe first round, beat Marat Sa-
fin at Los Angeles and quickly
became tndia's No. 1 Davis Cup
player.

His ATP ranking dipped from
200 t0 900 - it’s No. 418 pow -
as a result of a Jeft wrist injury

Tennis Ch, ps, not for
anything he did but for every-
thing his father did

Prakesh was a year
old when his father, ¥ijay, won
his third Hall of Fame singles

championship- in 1981, Yester--

day. he won

Haue 0;3 his third quali-
Fame  fving  match
Joul i and. eamed a
RNAL spat  in  the

main draw today against liks Bo-
zoljac of Serbia

Prakesh Amritraj calls India
home but spends half his fime in
Los Angeles, where his father
settld while he was on the pro
four fwo decades ago. He played
tennis at USC for two years,
helping  the frojans win an
NCAA  championships  and
earned most vatuable plaver ric.
ognition as a freshman. He -
od pro in 2003, received a wild
<ard to the Hall of Fame tourna-
ment and fost to Rebby:

3 i that kept him off the
tour for seven months and re-
quired every treatment short of
Surgery.

“Ht wax really scary. 1 was sort ~
of depressed,” he said. " wasn't
sure | was going to piay again.

| Coming hack now, I've played

the best tennis I've played I'm
more mature. | think the injury
helped me in a way, appreciating
every moment I'h out there. I'm
glad this moment has come
early.”

Vijay gave his son inside infor-
mation for his second visit 1o
Newport

“Absoiutely. He teils me allthe
good restaurants to go to,” Pra-,
kesh said with a laugh.

“I must have come Here,” he
added “lwasbom in 83 and my
mom tells me about the fimes in
Newport-She just called and told
me. | must have been here; he
WO i RE"

Prakesh is savoring the ambi-

where his lather Vijay was a th

ence that his father so gnjoyed
when he was winning here

“It's been a special place for
him. He's atways held it close to
his heart, and for some reason,
me coming here it feels a little
different than a fot of the other
teumaments. It's not just busi-
ness as usual. There's sort of a
traditional feel 1o it, and that
helps me. 1 like the old school,
the grass, the tournaments that
have been around for a while.”

He has overcome his injuries

3 . . 3
THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL / FRIEDA SQUIRES
Prakesh Amvritraj of India is excited about playing in Newport,

ree-time champion,

and won in the fast month and
said Newport would be a mice
place to make a breakow. He
said playing through the quali-
fier helped him gain more match
experience,

Prakesh. like his father and
uncles, is comfortable playing on
£rass,

“I's in the blood. § hope it
shows up this week.” he said.

merostaktproja.com / (401) 171130

Contisued from Fage CF

was ready to give Gimelstob i wild card ta this
event, but he earned aspot in the main draw as
a result of withdrawals last week by Philip-
Poussis and S

A year unbess { was able todefy expectations and
¥ the odds evenmorethan Lhave Pdlovetobea
professional tennis player longer. | love prac-
ticing and training, but when you wake up ev-
ery single day in back pain and you're limping
around, right new my goal is to-be able to play
with my kids, walk and lead a productive hfe
physically. That's severely compromised ev.

with-

Gabvani,

drawals by Mario Ancic and Knistian Pless.
“This is a special place for me,”

said. "Mr Stenning

has been very generous 1o

Girpelstob

me, and obvi 1 have

from last year. S0 1 wanted 1o come here one
mare time, | want to play the U.S, Open one
morelime. I'm not going to be playing a ton of
events the rest of this summer, the rest of this
year, but 1 love playing too much to pass it up
when have the opportunity to o it one more

time.

Gimelstob’s personal farewell tour has in-
cluded tournaments at Indian Weils, Houston,
Bermuda, Paris, London, Nottingham and

Wimbledon.

“1 have to many other things I think 1 can
dowell to tarture myself out here,”
love playing tennis, and it's disappointing, but
1was looking at this year as anopporunity to
be a professional tennis player one mone year,
knew that this would most likely be my last

ing,” he said.

you start*

stretched and hita bac

eryday I continue to play professional tennis.”
His tennis.career begun when he was 10, he
said, and his focus was the same then as now:
every day trying to get better and be the best
you can be, push yourself,
“You know, it's been a long carver, phys.
ically and mentally. My body has taken a beat-

Gimelstob is considering writing or tefevi-
sion work when he puts his racket away, He
also plans to retum to UCLA to eam his de-
gree because "it's important to finish things

Gimelstob had his moments of glory yester-
day. In the fifth game of the first set, he

agoad ga

The on

many, del

Kistan.

thefine for

And his fimst-serve percentage was an unim-
pressive 52 percent, which atlowed Spadea to
wind up and swing away at his second serves,
Spadea won 16 of those 29 points and hroke
Gimelstob's serve twice in each set,

“Justin's always a dangerous player He has

me for grass, and he's a hard worker,

I'm happy | got through in Straight sets,”
Spadeasaid. “Istepped up on his second serve
and took it early
has & wide wing span.”

A wing span that will carry him into the
doubles draw and then retirement

Whenhe gets tothe net, he

ly other seeded plaver in action yes-

terday, eighth-seeded Michael Berrer of Ger-

feated Cliris Guecione of Austratia,

64,76 (5)
Top-seeded Mardy Fish will play today
against qualifier Aisam-U1-Haq Qureshi of Pa.

TESTEIBAYS MevA TS
st Rownd

s
Frank Davcrc, Canada, et ket Kic, e States 61,61
R0 Karamse. Crata, et Tomor st Cabahnd (61 sl 64,8 1

he said. “|

a winner, service break and 3-2 lead. In the
10th game of that set he made a diving fore-
hand volley for a winner that saved a set point,

But he also had his moments of anguish.
When he ventured to the net, he had trouble
retrieving lobs and intercepting passing shots,

B, bt

Wiy e,
chaes Berre {83 Germary, et D G

e
et

Untes Staten, i St 5441
St A5, el T B,
o, i AL 64,1 815)

P Heabey A, 1 o e, Sussi, el Abeuases Peyt, A

Bt ermaty, L
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Federer-Nadal rivalry worth shouting about

Asovi B
WIMBLEDON, England
The best tennis rivalry in years
blossomed a litle more in- the
Wimbledon final, and even Roger
Federer was happy about it
He answered the latest chal

lenge  from

WIMBLEDON | nemesis Ra-

BLE fael  Nadal
beautifuily.

Federer matched Bjom Borg's

madern record of five consecutive

Wimbledon men’s titles Sunday,

beating Nadal in the final for the

ond year in a row, 7-6 (7), 4-6,
2.

7 i 2,

“He's a famtastic player, and
he's going to- be around for so.
much longer.” Federer said. "So
I'mhappy every one 1 get now, be-
fore he takes them all. He's im:
proving so.much.” 2

Federer continues to reign as
the game's dominant player, and
not only on grass. Yesterday
marked his [80th week in & row
atop the rankings, extending his
record.

But he has struggled against
Nadal, losing eight of their 13
matches. That includes each of
the past three vears at the French
©Open, preventing Federer from
completing the career Grand
Siam he so badly wants,

And the second-ranked Nadal
is cleasly gaining ground en

grass. For the first time in Feder-
er's M-match winning streak at
Wimbledon, he was pushed. to
five sets.

It was an epic

B the men’s game
ERER  since the hey-

FED days of Pete

Sampras and Andre Agassi.

And Federer said he enjoys the
nvalry,

“ldon’t mind it,” he said. *} win
my share. He-wins his. It's a good
rivalry, 1 think. We‘ve been at the
10p for over 100 weeks together, It
islike building up to ene of maybe
the great nvalries.”

Sunday’s showdaewn was their
mast dramatic yet, given the
stakes, and the best-played. Fe-
derer hit 65 winners and only 34
unforced errors. Nadal had 50
winners and just 24 unforced er-
TOrs.

“We-sometimes haven't lived
4p to the expectations in the past,
ipour maiches in majors especial-

A" Federer said. “You can’t al-
ways play five-set-match thrillers,
you know. I'm happy it happened
today. 1left as the winner — was

perfect”

Nadal was trying 1o become the
first man fo win the French Open
dnd Wimbledon back-to-back
since Borg in 1978-80; Instead, Fe.
derer became the first man to win
five consecutive Wimbledon titles
since Borg in 1976-80, and the sec-
ond in the past 100 years.

“It cannot happen fo a nicer
guy. No bad feelings,” Borg said
before the march,

“He's an artist on this surface.
He can stay back. He cancome in
No weaknesses. 1 believe if he
continues the way he's doing and
stays away from injuries and has
the motivation, he'll be the great-
est player ever to play the game.”

The women's champion was
familiar, 0o, Venus Williams
claimed her fourth Wimbledon ti-
tle Saturday, beating Marion Bar-
1oli, 6-4, 6-1.

Federer needs two more Wim-
bledon titles to match Sampras'
modem men's record of seven.
Making the latest championship
even sweeter; [t came against Na-
dal, who ended Federer's 17
match  CGrand  Slam  winning
streak four weeks ago at Roland
Garros. Since the start of 2005,
Federer is 57 against’ Nadal,
204-7 against everyone else.

‘They've met in four of the past
six major.firials. Federer said Na-
dal played better Sunday than in

the Wimbledon final a year ago,
which Federer won in four sets.
“He's playing phenomenal ten.
nis,” Federer said. "He has defi-
nitely improved
yet  again, |
think. He had
more of a game
plan this vear
than he had last
year. | think last
year he came
out, nothing to
lose, kind of hit
hard but didn’t

Kknow why.

“This year around, he has
changed his game a little bit, plays
maybe a bit more agyressive,
knows the game of grass much
better. That's why [ think he’s not
only just a good clay courter, he's
a good all-around player.”

Nadal said the rivalry remains
in the formative stages, nating
there’s no between

ittusedd from Py OF

Pannone 1t they helped each *
other stmply by playing togeth
BY

“We fed off each other,” Pan. "
none said. “He started off strong
and | dhid. 100 Then he pulled
away. | birdied three of four to
et close before [ hogeyed the
fast hole. ™

For Pannone, it was mare fun
than their meeting in the title
mateh of the RIGA FourBail
Champienship earlier this sum-
mer at Cranston. fn that one,
MeAndrew  and his partnee,
Drew Harker, beat Pannone and
his partner, Eugene DiSarro, §
and 5. Harker and McAndrew
won two matches on the final
day in that event and in the proe-
ess were a combined 14-under
for the 25 holes they needed 10
win.

McAndrew picked up yester.
day where he left off in the Four-
Ball, although it sbviously was a
different type of competition,

“You have a partner in the
Four-Ball. Out here vou're more
on your own and the course can
get you a hittle more” he said.
He has come so far, so fast that
he 15 a legitimate contender this
week

1 hit « really well,” he said. *1
didn’t putt that well It was'stea.
dy. just what vou need when you
are qualifying.”

McAndrew, whose brother,
Mark. is one of the stars of the
Brown basketbail team, had four
birdies and enly one bogey. The
bogey came at the par< 16th
where he missed the green left
and could not get up and down.

. Pannone had his 68 despite
bogieys on 9 and 18. Pannone al-
ready has won the RIGA Stroke
Play title twice, in 2004 and
2006. He had a nice career at
URI but, untike so many others,
he is not thinking about playing
professionaly.

“I very much enjoy business
and some of the opportunities |
have now. I'm going to keep
pursuing them,” he said “lLawant
1o play golf when | want to, in-
stead of when | have 10"

While McAndrew and Pan-
nene are among the new wave,
Drohen has become one of the
leaders in the veterans’ camp.
The former Mid Amateur cham-
pion is limited in his time on the
couise because of family and
business  requirements,  and
again this year hasn't been play-
ing much. His last competitive
round was al the season-open-
ing Burke Memorial, where he
finished secend 1o Billy Forcier.

“Once | got the rust off, | was
fine," he said yesterday. He hita
couple of what he called “ba-
nana balls™ earty and was 3-over
after five, That included a dou-
ble on the par-4 fourth “when 1
almost whiffed a shot in the
rough,” he said. * went under it
and it fell back in my divot. Iwas
in worse shape than before.”

He got himself squared away
beautifully, going 5-under from
there, beginning with birds on 8,
9 and 1l What made it even
more impressive was that he did
it late in the day.

The majority o the leaders (8
of thetop 11) played in the morme
ing, which was not surprising
considering the way the day
went, It was a perfect example

JOURDAL FILES/ MARY MURPHY

David McAndrew continues lo
play like the man to beat.

of how courses along the water
can be so much fun. It was as if
there were two different days.

The early starters had what
are likely to be the pasiest condi-
tions of the week. The day began
bright and with only the gentlest
of breezes. What's more, Bob
Ward, the RIGA's new executive
director and Jim McKenna, the
new director of rules of competi-
tions, continued the practice of
their predecessor, Joe Sprague
Jr., in setting up the course fairty
easy for the first day.

In the early aftemnoon, just as
the second half of the field teed
off, everything changed. The
wind became a major factor.
What was a gentle breeze be.
came a strong wind for most of
the afierncon. For a time, a fog
drifted in so” that the views
across the bay disappeared. The
boats that could be seen in the
marmmg. were only heard — by
the sound of their foghorns con-
stantly going off — in the after.
noon.

The one constanl was the
challenge on the greens. John
Leclair, the course superintend-
ent, measured greens speeds at
Just under 12 as play was begin-
mng, making the greens as fast
as they are for most PGA Tour
events.

“It's perfect speed,” Pannone
said. “ guarantee you they're
fust going to get quicker as the
tournament goes on. He's got
this place in pristine shape.”

“They're quick., but they're
fair," McAndrew said. “You put
the bali on line and it's staying
there.”

champion Brad
Valois, another of the early start-
@rs, is in good position after an
opening 72,

The 130-player field will be
eut to 32 for match play after to-
day's second qualifying round.
The field flips today, meaning
those who had to play in the af-
temoon. yesterday get the early
start, and vice versa.

phesyon# projo.com / (401) 2777340

YESTERDAY’S R.I. AMATEUR RESULTS
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his achievements and those of Fe-
derer. who at 25 is four years ol-
der.

“He has 11 Grand Slams, me
three,” Nadal said. “But, well, lam
young. L am improving every sea-
son and try continuing improvimg
every day. Today was tough for
me, but al the same time, it's good
towatch me playing one final like
this against the best of the world
on grass, playing at simitar jevel.”

Bruins coach Julien has his future in front of him

A s 3

New Boston Bruins: coach

Claude Julien watehed from the

top of the bleachers while many

of the young plavers hoping 1o

make the team tried 1o impress
hi

spects ahways seerit 10 be staying
on the top of the sfandings.”.

Julien said he knew the Bruins
veterans from playing against
them, but he wasn't as familiar
with the young players like first.
n;upnd draft pick Zach Hamill
T 5

ceive S475000 in 2007-08 and
SS00.000 in 2008-09

11132 games for Boston, the left
wing had one assist and 83 pepal-
ty minutes.

Hendricks played last season

for Hershey of the AHL. He had

DRAKE JOINS WINGS: The Detroit Red
Wings 39recd to terms.on a one-year

contract with veteran forward Dallas |

Drake yesterday.
CAPT. GUERIN: Bill Guserin was formally
introduced 1o Long. isiand. yesterday,
fess than & week atter signing a two.
year deal withthe Islanders, and he was.

m.
s training camp for me.

p—i—as—Hgoals; 2 istsind 5 p i
too” Juliensaid  much about bonding as about  ty minutes in 65 games. A e
NHL ' vesterdayatthe  training
JOURNAL | team’s practice “We wanted to bring the guys ROUNDUP

arena after the
first day of the 1eam’s develop-
mental camp, Former Bruins de-
fenseman Don Sweeney, now the
team’s directar of plaver develop-
ment, put the feam’s prospects
through & 90-minute practice yes.
terday:.

“I’s part of our futie, Our fu-
ture’s important,” Julien said.
“Teams that have & lot of pro-

together,” Chiarelli said. “This is
& fine time for them to get used 10

~the organization. To judge skat.
ing over this, we're not going o
do thas.”

Also yesterday, forwards Jere-
my Reich and Matt Hendricks
agneed to contracts with Boston.

Reichsplit last season berween
Boston: and Providence of the
AHL. Reich reportedly will re-

BIEXSA SIGNS: The Vancouver Cm!m:h‘
signed defenseman Kevin Bieksa to &
$1L25million, three-year tontract ex-
tensien yesterday, and alse added free
agent AarerMiller, Bicksa fed all Ca-
nucks cefensemen with. 30 assists and
42 points fast season. The ex
ruas through the 201 3
26-year-oid will make $425 mitlion in
2008-09°and $3.5 miltion in ;ach of the
final two seasons. Bicksa will make
$550.000 next seasor,

ed team capain, rm
he s3id, drawing
faughter from a banguet room filled

with team sponsers, fans and media.
“¥m thrilied about it 1Us a tremendous
honor, 1 don't take this responsibility
tightty,”

FEDORUK & STAR: The Dallas Stars
signedfroe 3gent winger Todd Fedaruk
0.3 one-year, $875.000 gunteart yester
day.

YORK YO PHOENIX. F:
5igned & 600y
Phoenix Coyotes. The
fast season with o e iew York istanders
and Philadelss

yedd-oid spiit
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projo.com/redsox
& Sce o phote gallery trom
last might's Ali-Star Game

| See our latest Player Slide
Show The subject Dustin
Pedrola

& Sort through all the key
numbers from the first half of
1he seasen on Projo Stats.

NEWS
WIRE

B REPORTS: BROWN
RETURNING TO PATS
Troy Brown. 36, will be back
with ihe New England Patriots.
Although the Patriots have not
announced It two Boston Webr

sites were
reporting last
night that the
team's ail-time

agreedtoa
one-year deal.
Language of
tha contract is still being worked
Qut and no terms were
announced. Brown has spent the
last.six months rehabhing after
knee surgery to repair a tom
pateilar tendon. This season will
be his 15th with the franchise,
benind only Steve Grogan's 6.
Brown had 43 catches for 384
yards (89 avg.), playing in 2il 16
games last season.

B PASSAGE:

‘BUCKO' KiLRCY

Francis “Bucke™ Kiroy, a
former Mew England Patriots
executive who was known
theoughout the league as a fop
talent scout, died yesterday, the
team announced last night, He
was B6. Kilroy was a six-time
All-Pro guand for the
Philadeiphia Eagles duning a
13-season playing career in the
1940s and "50s. During &
64-season NFY, career, including
36 years with the Patricts, Kilroy
also worked in piayer personnel
and scouting for the Eagles.
Washington Redsiuns and Datlas
Cowboys, and mentored others
who went on 1o lead NFL
sceuting departments. Kilroy
jomed the Pats as personnel
director in 1971 He was New
England's general manager from
19791982, and vice president
from 1983-1993.

= PCTOPLAY

IN FAME GAME

The Pravidence Collegemen's
basketbail team will be one of
four teams competing in the
second annual Basketball Hall of
Fame Challenge. a one-day
doubicheader on Saturday, Dec.
1L at the TD Baninorth Garden in
Boston. The Friars witt face
Boston Cotlege in the second
game at & pm. Connecticut and
Gonzaga will play at 3:30 p.m.
Both games will be televised by
ESPN. The event is a fundraiser
for the Naismith Memarial
Basketball Hall of Fame in
Springheld, Mas}

= FORMER CELTIC
VICTIM OF ROBBERY
Miami Heat and former Boston
Ceftics forward Antoine Wallrer
was fobbed in his offseason
Chicago home on Menday, the
player’s agent s3id. The police
and witnesses said two offenders
heid Walker and at least one of
his relatives at gunpoint and took
a car, cash and jewelry, Chicago
broadcasters reported. "He's
OK." said Mark Bartelstein,
Walker's agent. "There was a
robbery. It's 3 scary thing. He's
trying to get himsef back
together” Walker was not
available for comment. The
vehicle taken in the robibery was
found, abandened, in Chicago
yesterday morming. The police
have not announced any arrests
inthe case
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Seattle Mariners outfielder ichiro Suzuki, who was named the MVP of last night's All-Star Game in San Francisco,
connects for a two-run, inside-the-park home run in the fifth inning.

Cranston's Li

Mc.l)osu)ugh sets her sights on raising money for the

3year-old by competing in a full Ironman Triathlon.

BY CAROLYN THORNTON

FOURNAL SRS Wit R

CRANSTON — Having just put i a
successful triathlon season, winning
her age group at the September 2006
FirmMan Half Ironman in Narragan-
sett, Liz McDonough decided last fall
that it was time fo take her training to
anather fevel

It was time, she decided, 1o pursue her
childhood dream of ¢ a fail iron.

said to herself
While compieting a 2 4-mile swim, 11.2
mile bike nde and 2!‘ aile runin succes.

swon at the oldest nman event in the

man Triathlon

McDonough, 31, of Cranston, immeds
ately set her sights on this year's Ford
Ironman USA Lake Placid Triathlon. setto
take place July 22 in the Adirondacks of
upstate New York

But that wasn't going to be enough, she

McAndrew, Drohen
among those ready to
meet RIAM matches

BY PAUL KENYON
OURSAL Ny TS WA R

WARWICK — For the fast two days. neither David McAn-
drew nor John Drohen have cared about being the medalist
of the 102nd R1 Golf Association Amateur Championship
Now, though, bath have plenty of reason to want to win the
trophy given to the lowest scorer in qualifying for the march-

p\,w portion of the event
at's because when

hen and McAndrew find themselves in

Borh compiled even-par 138 totals in qualifying. McAn?
drew did it with & 72 in yesterday's second round, and Dro-

hen witha 71
Formerc

two players tie for low score in the
36-hole qualifying, the medal goes 10 whichever player sur-
vives the longest in match play. And that’s the position Dro-

£ the

Char-

fie Blanchard (70) and Bully \1m:usr:~(:ﬂ) arecent Johnson &

Wales (Miami) grad, tied for third at 140,

The eliminaticn excitement did not wait for foday's start of

match play. it ook ascore pf 149 to be amoeng the 32 qualifers,

£¢ AMATEUR, C3

al United Sates would centamly
be an achievement. McDonough wanted
the expenience to mean even more: How
much more rewarding 2 would be, she
thought. if she could trmn and race in hon
or of a young child facing his or her awn
struggles

Several menths ago, McDonough found

BOB BREIDENBACH

THE PROVIDENGE JOURNAL

Aisam-Ui-Haq Qureshi of Pakistan returns a volley during

hisupset victory yesterday over top-ranked Mardy Fish.

-

A.L. makes it
10 straight
over the N.L.

BY RON BLUM
At IS PRes
SAN FRANCISCO — On a mght
of tncky heps, Ichirn Suzuks and the
Amenican League also bounced back
10 win
Instead of 2 Barry Honds splash
shrt, the defining hit al last paght's
All-Star Game was Suzuki's inside.
the-park home run, the finst 1n the
game's history
Suzuki lined a go-ahead. two-run
drve off the nght field wall in the
fifth mning, Cart Crawford and Vie
tor Marunez later hit conventonal
shots and the Amencans made i 1)
straight over Na

AL tionads,  holding
5 on for a 5-4 wiato
ML \\“u nolfiest

tut i 1 thought |

+hit it eut of here.”
Suruie said through o translator,
“but v was sull an inside-the-park
homu man

After Alfonso Sonano’s two-out,
twe-run homer in the ninth, the N L
ioaded the bases. Angels closer Fran
aseo Rodnguez then retired Aaron
Rowand ona routtne fly to sight for a
save

Wille Mays, Bonds' godiather
was honored with a touching tnbute
before the game. In the Say Hey
Kid's day. the NL ruled All-Star
games but not anymore. The AL
closed 10 40-36-2 and improved to
50 since the All-Star winner e
ceived homefield advaniage in the
World Senes.

In a decade of dominance. the no-
tonaus 2002 te at Milwaukee was all
that interrupted the AL's run. The
only fonger streak was whenthe N L
100k 11 1n & row from [972-82

Sonano made & ¢lose with hus
homer off 13 Putz. After the Seartle
closer walked 1.1 Hardy. Rodriguez
relieved and walked Derrek Lee ona
full count — AL manager Jim Ley
land screamed at first-base umpire
Charlie Reliford abowt a check
swng

Ortando Hudson also walked
foadingg the Dases before Rowand's
fly ended it

i ALL-STAR, C4

in high g

her inspiration in Grace Réddingion

The girl from Marmaganseti, whetums 3
this month, suffers from a neurologicat
disorder called Rent Syndrome. and
McDoenough says she knew from the mo
ment she was introduced te Grace that she
wanted her to be the recipient of her fun
drasing efforts

“Her story touched me immediately be-
cause | have a son wha s 18 months old,

it McDONOUGH, C6

Unheralded qualifier
Asam-UTHHag Qureshi knocks off
top-seeded Mardy Fish at the
Campbells Hall of Fame Tennis
L‘ildl}!)ll;l)ll\hips in Newport.

BY MIXE STOSTAK
SRR NS WRITER

NEWPORT — The
continues.

Top-seeded Mardy Fish became the 31st
victim since 1977 when unherulded andun
known Assam-L-Hag Qureshi of Pakistan,
a qualifier, served and volleved and
ped and charged his way 10 a stunning
. 6.4 victory yesterday in the fisst round
of the Campbell's Hall of Fame Tennis
Championships.

No top seed has won ©
since the tournament joined the pro tour 30
veans ago. Top-sceded Viay Amntra) took
the inaugural in 1976, when the event was a
165-man extubition

1 dién’t know too much about iz until the

Curse of the Casino

¢ Hall of Fame

or HALL, €3
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l WPORT — A few years ago,
Dick Norman of Belgiim was the
tallest tennis player on the ATP
cirenlt, towering B foet, 8 inches

over the asphalt, clay and grass -

courts onwhich be foiled,
Today. Norman is only the
ghird-tallest, but

HALL OF | a1 36 the oidest
. Y - player on the
RN':IE. tour. tvo Karkow

de 6 10) f Croa-

tia supplanied him as the 1allest
when, he joined the tour full-time
in 2004, and John bsner (15-9) e
ched into secand place when he
Joined the ATP after leading Gear.
gia torthe NCAA championship in
May

Andre Agassi's retirement last
September at the 115, Open feft
Normaras protennis's elder

Norman and Isner met vester-
dhay ina battle of giants in the first
sound of the Campbell's Hail of
Fame Tennis ( “hampionships,
and the veteran, detying all tradi-
tional modes of preparation,
drawingenthose 17 years of expe-
rience and winning 32 of his last
36 service poims, prevailed, 746
{3, B3, for his first victory in five
fries af the Newpon Casino,

1 Mew in fast night,” Norman
said. "I had no practice. | had the
et lag Lwas very tired. | had two
nights of four hours sleep. | was

THE PROVIO "

808 BRUOENBACH

Dick Norman returns a volley dunns his mateh against Joha Isner ycsterday Morman prevailed,

7-6(32), GsS for his Hrst victory in five tries at the Newpaort Casino.

coming here with no expectations
this year”

This stadiuny opener tumed on
the fourthgame of the first set. Ixn-
er, 22, had just hit three aces for a
21 lead and had three break
points but fuled to capitalize. Nor-
man saved sach, gained the ad-
vantgge and held serve with an
ace.

“If he would have broken me at
21 in the first e, it wouid have
been almost over.” Norman said.
“He would have gotten more con-
fidence and less siress because it's
his first tour event. So | was very
happy to get to two-all, three-all,
and even in the tie-breaker |
though my chances were small”

But Norman wan five of the last

wictories in singles {142) and dou.
bles (138) than any player in Bull
daghistory. He ted the Dawgs 10
the NCAA team championship
and lest to Somdey Dewarman of
Virginia in the individual simgles
final. He made his pro debut at a
Futures fournament in Shingle
Springs, Calif, this menth and
won,

Isner is here coursesy of a wild
card from Stenning. Hall of
Eame CEQand tournament direc-
torr. This is his first experience on
rass.

Qualifiers at their best
Fwas a great day for gualifiers
at the Hail of Fame Alsam-Ut-
of !’akv«zm upset
1

six points in the and
took the first set. He broke Esner at
18 fora &1 lead in the second set
“I knew that was my chance,”
Isner said of his break points in
that fourth game.
Isner left (.mqgn with more

Tampa,
£, 6 MMAMn‘nF India
railied for a 34, 63, 6-3 triumph
over fila Bozoljae of Serhia, and
Antony Dupuls of France beat
Konstantinos  Economidis  of
The fourth qual-

Greace, §-4, §-

. Hall

Contimud from Page €1

first day that | got here,” a subdued
Fishsaid. *I heard about it the first
year I was here and then beat the
No. 1 seed {Chnis Woodnaff in
2000 and then came back as the
number-ene seed this year and
heard about it again. It's kind of a
funny thing I'm sure it's in every-
body's head.”

Fishisthe first playerintourna-
ment history: to beat the top seed
as aqualifier and to lose to a qual-
ifier as the top seed. Other top
seeds 1o fall to gualifiers include
1987 champion Dan Goldie to
Mike Leeinthe 1988 quanerfinals,
David Wheaton to Bnan MacPhie
in the second round in 1992 and
Greg Rusedski to David Witt inthe
second round in 1964,

“Thad noidea. n away I'm glad
F'm keeping the culture alive,” Qu-
reshi, runked No. 214, said with a
smile

Qureshi, 27. grew up in Lahore,
Pakistan, swimming and plaving

ericket, He started plaving fennis
at 14, the grass-coun game in his
blood. His mother and first coack,
Noshwen Ihtisham, is a former 10+
nume national champion, and his
matemnal grandfather, Kwaja Itik.
har, was the All-India champion
before Pakistan split from Indiain
137, After climbingtoNo. 7 inthe
world as a junior, he tumed proin
19949,

“He's not an unknown to us,”
Fish said. “He might be an un-
known 1o you guys, but | spoke
with Andy Roddick last night and
10ld him who lwas plaving, and he
said, ‘l)h. he's really good on

Brass,

Fish amived from Wimbledon
withan ATP ranking of No. 35 de-
spite not having won a match
since April, the longest stump of
arevr
diiketo haveanother crack at
it when I'm confident and playing
well” he said of The Curse, "I've
been working really hard .. and
can’t really pinpoint why Thaven't
won for a while, On the grass 've
had a couple of tough draws in
{Ivo) Karlovic and Nadal. Aside

from that Pd like 10 consider my-
self a pretty good grass-count play-
ef and maybe beat one of those
Huys. Fmenot so sure. P'm going to
have 1o maybe go back to the
rwing board.”

Fish did ot play with the confi-
dence of a man ranked in the Top
4l inthe worldnow and No, 17 on-
by three years ago. His finst serve
was areatic; he made gnly 51 per-
cent. His backhand was scatter-
shot. And for much of the |-hour
and 20-minute match he looked as
ifhedidn’thaveaclue astowhateo
da,

“Iddidnt do anything to put pres.
sure onhim. ] didn’t really feel like
I had much of a game plan. Just
kind of serve, get a few returns in
and hopefully you win. That's jusi
not the right mindset te go into a
match,” Fish said “Constantly, 1
was wondering what he was do-
ing. whether it be serving and vol-
leying on his second serve or not.

Qureshi caume in brimming with
confidence. He had qualified and
wen his first-round matchat Halle,
Germany, and at Wimbi

Hier, Amencan Jesse Lavine, los,
10 Nathan Healey of Ausiralia, 61
-0, 0 day after beating him to get
into the main draw. Healey made
the main draw as a lucky loser af-
ter t Liodra, the Wimble-
dondoubles champion, withdrew.

It was a tough day for wild
cands. In addition 1o Isner, Nicolas.
Kiefer of Germany lost, Paul Cap-
deville: of Chile defeated him, 7-6
€3), 46, 75 American Scoville
Jenking was the only wild-card
winner, beating Daniele Bracciall
of taly, 62, 6-1

A career for Gimelstob

Justin Gimelstob played his
last match at the Newport Casing
yesterday. The veteran of a recond
11 Hall of Fame tournaments
teamed with Todd Perry of Aus-
traha in doubles and feif 1o broth-
ers Sanchal and Sonchat Ratiwa-
tanaof Thaitand, 2.6, 6 (10.8).

" mazostaks proje.com/{401) 2777340

Haile, a Wimbledon tune-up. He
had won singles titles in Futures
foumaments in Kuwait and Unit
irates this year and
had wen five doubles crowns on
the Futures cirouit,

“The 43 (Qualifiery next to his
name he doesn't deserve, (ased)
on how he plays on grass,” Fish
said. “He's a tough drawin hisown
night. With him playing his attack.
ing style and me a litle bit tenta-
tive, it sets up for a pretty bad re-
sult for me.” .

Qureshi lost i the second
round of qualifying here a vear
agotoBrendan Evans and wanted
t0 do better this year. He beat
Evansin the third round of qualify-
ing 10 get to the main draw and
yesterday was the more aggies
sive player, a lesson he 100K from
his Wimbledon loss to Safin. “1
gave him too much respect and did
not want to repeat that mistake,”
he sald

Qureshs will play another qual-
ifier, Nathan Healey of Australia,
in the second round,

He
beat Richard Gasauet of France at

mszostaks oroje.com/(801) 277-1340

Comtinued from Page CF
and five players tied for the final
spot. However, only four took part

inthe playoff.
Hall of I-.Amer Paul Quigey was
h the

than indard, especially en the
holes nearest the water. A it was,
fog rolled i about 8:30 am., an
hour after play had begun, and be-
came thick enough that RIGA offi-
cials huddled to debate whether to
hait play.

“You could see the ninth green
"mm here,” said Bob Ward, the RI-
director, as he

ama
playoff. He had plaged in the
moming wave, shot 73 for his 149,
und retumed home to Barringlon.
He was unabie to get back to the
course in time for the plavoff.

Still another of the stte's
greats, George Pine, qualified for
Af but he lost. 100, David
Patrick of Rhode Island Country
Clubtook the spot with abirdieon
the first playoff hole. The others
who lost inthe playoff were Mark
McCampbell of RICC and Jared
Adams of Crestwood who, al 15
véars old, was bidding 10 become
oneofthe youngest players ever to
reach match plag

It ali made for a fun dav, one
that neardy included a fog delay.
While much of the rest of the state
was fighting the heat, the temper-
atuge at the bayside course was
Mw»tu atleast € Idegrees cooler

RHODE ISLAND AMATEUR

pulum(. fromihe toumney tent neas
the first tee 1o the green about 50
“But you couldn't see
the bushes behind the green,

“lt came in, wentaway and then
came back again,” Ward said.

The fog dissipated quickly
enough thataction was never halt-
#d. That allowed McAndrew and
Drohen to move 1o center stage
with their tie for the 100 spot. It
‘was a contest neither particularly
cared about. Both insisted it is not
2 prionity,

“It doesn’t matter,” MeAndrew
s *1 gualified. That's all that
matters. The slate’s wiped clean

“I really didnt want 1o be the
medadist anyway,” Drofien sud
after finishing his. reund. “When
youre the medalist, evernvone
comes at youwith his ‘A’ game.”

15488
!
n
o
1781
m
ey
73
%

Xron Oty
Stk Wasermus

Drohen said thatat least partial-
Iy tengue-incheek. He was
among the zarly finishers. At the
fime it did not Jook. as if his even-
partotal for the twoe days would be
enough towin the medal, The for-
mer Mid Amateur champion. who
might be the purest balj striker in
the state, has had two very similar
days. In the first round he was 3-
over after six holes. In the second
he was J.over after seven.

“I'm thinking 10 myself, ‘Here
we go again,' ™ he said. “Then |
birdied my eighthand ninth holes,
sustlike [ did (Monday). | had bird-
te chances on the back, 100, but |
didn’t make them like | did i the
first round.”

McAndrew, the first-round
leader, was not overly pleased, ei-
ther.

“Interesting,” the Stetson Uni-
versity sophomore said of his day
“1didn’t have any birdies all day. It
was frustrating. [t's hard 10 shoot
under par when. You don't make
any birdies.”

If there was a medal o be given
after two days, the course 1f
would be a leading candidate for
it. The favout, which was heavily
redone several years ago, with

¢ Pt

trees removed and changes made

to restore it 1o the way Denald

Ross designed it, has drawn raves.
As it was, 256

256 rounds were

played in two days, only three in
qu.).h

better than par. Yet she 32
fiers include alf 1 of pl
Twobmthers, Jaso .de«m.!lhm
Pannone, one of whom just gradu-
ated from URI and the other who
ia still playing there, were both in
the top 10ar 12 and 143

Former champions Blanchand,
Brad Valois (144}, Tommy MeCor-
mick (148) and Ben Tuthill (146,
including a 6% in the second
round, which tied for low score of
the day} eamned berths in match
play.

So did Nick Caccia, a Bryant
starwho is making waves as a ma
jor contender for long-ball km;;.
Drew Harker, the Four-Bailcham.
pion with McAndrew last month,
Garrett Medeiros and James Far.
ret, among others,

It makes for & wide-open.
match-play portion that will in-
clude rwo rounds cach today and
omarrow, ih( :n a 36-hole final Fri-

day.

phanyons projo.com/(4Q1) 271-7340
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Now the NFL can
play the game
where it belongs

BY RAY McNULTY
SeHETS Thdast kS COASE LA
NEwurne

NFL Europa ¢ monio

Bt sleeps with the fishes
It's gone

And nebody will miss it
Because nobody ever really

cardd — except, of course, the
NFL brass
FOOTBALL | who foolishly

thought play.
ing second-rate football in
Eurepe would open up an
international market for a
strictly Narth Amencan game

Football fans here didn’t
care.

Faotball fans aver there
didn't care, either

Net for our brand of foot
ball

Let’s face it: If
they cared, if
aur foatball
meant as much I
o them as their
fnotball, they'st )
Fiot pa

Just like they
do at thetr so matches

S0 it was a bad idea from
the start. And s is sending
the Miami Dolphins and New
York Giants to London in late
Octaber 1o play a regular
Season game.

| mean, why? Why bother?

Why put the players
through the hardship of an
unfecessary road inp to Eu-
rope? Why take away 4 home
game from the Dolphins? Why
disrupt the season for a game
that means 50 much over here
and means nothing over
there?

Torus, it's a game that
could, slumately, decide a
playoff berth. 1t's one-six-
teenth of the season

To them, it's a novelty, a
chance to drink beer at Wem.
Bley Stadium on a Sunday
night, an opportunity o sneer
at pur game and tell us that
their rugby players are tough-
er because they don't need
helmets and shoulder pads.

We can only hope this ex-
periment fails miserably, be-
cause the NFL front office
already is Jooking at putting
another regular-season game
in Germany in 2008

Then what? ltaly? France?
‘The Nethertands? How about
Russia® Or China? Or lraq?

Heck, why not move in on
the CFL's turf? There, at least,
we share the same time zones.

Look, creating a develop-
mental league — let’s call it
what it really is: minar-league

The |

ue should be
based inthe US. where
2ople know football
tove football and will
y 1o watch footbail

football — was & wise move
for the NFL, which saw its
transatiantic farm system pro-
dute stars such as Kurnt War:
ner. Jake Dethomme and
Adam Vinatieri

But why, except for market
ing reasons that made few
dolfars and no sense, put it in
Europe? The league should be
based sn the United States,
where people Know faotball
love football and will pay to
watch foothall

Even minor-league football

Especiaily if 1t has the
NEL's stamp of approval

Remember the old LUSFL?
The tnited States Foothall
League, which played in the
spring with mostly second-tier
players and
small payrolls®
People laved it
particularly
people who
hved in cities
that didn't have
NFL teams

Truth is, had
it not been for the arnval of
Donald Trump, who bought
the New Jersey Generals, con-
vinced his fellow owners 1o
challenge the NFL and drove
the sprng league into extinc.
tion. there might $1il be a
USKL

The model worked

And it can work again

With the backing of the
NFL, which now has its own
TV network and could use the
five programming such a
feague would provide, it can
waork better.

Surely, there are markets
that would welcome, even
embrace, the minor-league
franchises. I'd start with some
of the oid USFL stops that still
don’t have NFL teams: Orlan-
do, Memphis, Birmingham,
Portiand, Oklahoma City and
San Antenio. (Los Angeles
was in the league, too, but I'm
sure the NFL has bigger plans
there.) The NFL aiso could
look at places like Raleigh,
cramenta and Salt Lake
City, maybe even Anchorage
and Honoluly

But wherever the feams
play, people wili watch,
They'll tune in, regardiess of
whether the games are on free
TV, ESPN or the NFL Net-
work. Even in the spring and
summer. Even though it's
minor-league football

Because we're Americans.

We Jove football,

Europeans don't

NFL Euroba was stupide.

McNair gets cleared
in Nashville DUI case

Asoviarhs Pass

The drunken-driving charge
against Baltimore Ravens guar-
terback Steve McNair was drop-
ped vesterday, because a relat-
ed DUL charge against his
brother-infaw was reduced to
reckless driving

“it's good. F'm glad it's over,”
McNair said as he left the count

Toem in vilte, Tenn:
When asked
NFL| whether  he
JOURNAL | would change
how he han-

dles himself when he goes out at
night, McNair did not answer,

The Ravens had no immedi.
ate comment

McNair was a passenger
when Nashville police stopped
his pickup truck May §
speeding. The former
sew Titan was charged because
the palice sard McNair allowed
hes wehicle w0 be driven by
someone wha was inebriated,
brotherindaw  Jamie  Cart
wright

Cartwright refused to take a
breath test and was charged
with drunken drving, The po-
lice said he acknowledged
drinking two beers, smelled of
aleohol and failed a field sobrie
ty test. Canweight will senve two
days in jail within & month, pay
a 3350 fine and attend DUL

schoot
Because  Cartwnght's DUIL
charge was dropped with his

plea bargain, the charge against
wits dismissed

A woman who got pn the
courthouse ' elevator  with
MeNair recognized the quarter-
back and started taking pictures
with her camera phone

The plavers lawyer,
May. said his client

Roger

his case

“tried to do the right thing, what
he thought was the right thing
in this situation, without know-
ing that it was a violition of
Tennessee
law.” May said
McNair is now
clear on Ten-
nessee’s DU
faws

“He is notan
individual i
think will be in
trouble again,”

McNar
May said

McNair was arrested on DUL
charges once before in Nash-
wille in 2003, when he also was
charged with ilegal gun posses.
sion. But o judge dismissed
those chasges a year later, rul-
ing the police didn't have suffi-
cient reason to oull over
MeNair.

ROUNDUP

RAIDERS SIGN SAFETY. Tho Gm.w:;
Raiders sigoed: tormer

N team guring 3 ificult season

25t year. The Raiders had th

doverall defense
daf; ast




projo.com/redsox
W Art Martone and Mike
McDermott discuss all
things Red Sox on preje
BoxTalk. cur daily audio
feature, posted by noon
B See our latest player siida
show. The subject. Jonathan
Papeibon,
| Follow the Red Sox-Biue
Jays, Yankees-Devil Rays
and all the other MLB action
batter by batter, on Proje
Stats

NEWS
WIRE .

B WALKER REMAINS
TRAUMATIZED

Former Boston Celtic and curent
Miami Heat forward Antolne
Walkee 53id yesterday that he
remains shaken after an armed
robbery at his Chicaga homa,
“When your life's threateried. it's
obviously geing to take some
fime to get over i,” Walker said
inchis first public comments since
the robbery. “I'm not Superman.”
Walker and 3 relative were bound
at gunpoint while multiple
robbers took a car, cash and
ewelry from his residence
Monday evening. "I'm happy that
F'm unharmed and safe, and so is
iy family,” the three-time NBA
All-Star told reporters at his
suburban summer basketbail
camp. Walker said he probably
wouu mave ol of %he plush

whoro
the attack occurred.
W LACROSSE PLAYER
SWITCHING SCHOOLS
Focmer Duke lacrosse player
Collin Finnerty, cleared'of false
Fape charges after being
sidelined from the sport for more
than a year, will ransfer to
Leyola of Marytand and play for
next season. *|
am au:ﬂed to be retumning to
school and look forwand to
finishing my coffege career at
Loyola.” Finnerty said in a
statement.
W MOSS HELPS
LL. TO VICTORY
Former major-teague outfielder
Timo Perez had three hits and
two RBI to lead the Internationat
League to a 7-5 victory over the
Pacific Coast inthe
Triple-A All-Star Game last night
a3t Albuquerque, N.M. Perez,
playing -t Toledo in the Detroit
Tigers' system, had a double and
two singles and was chosen as
the game’s MVP. Perez's Toledo
teammate Mike Hessman and
Brandon

SPORTS

Phone: 401-277-7340 Faxs 401-277-7444 E-mall: pisportsidpre

Paul Capdeville, of
Chile, returns a
volley against Vince-
Spadea in their
second-round
match during
yesterday’s Hall of
Fame tournament.

THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL

Vince Spadea — serving to Paul Capdeville during the second round of the Campbell's
Hali of Fame Championships yesterday — will face Wesley Moadie in the quarterfinals.

CAMPBELL’S
HALL OF FAME
TENNIS

# CHAMPIONSHIPS

The ATP Tour veteran
overcomes a rough start and
defeats Paul Capdeville in the
second round of the Hall of
Fame tourney.

BY MIKE SZOSTAK
Joumnal Siwes Wiiisk

NEWPORT —Vince Spadea didn't
et off to & great start yesterday inthe
second round of the Campbeil's Hall
of Fame Championships. He netted a
forehand, banged a forehand long and
netted a backhand on consecutive
pomts and lost his serve in the first
game of his match against Paul Cap-
deville of Chile

“Grass-coun 1ennis
first game of the matc
sign of things 1o come,

But thesoon-to-be 3
Boca Raton, Fla., has been around
long enough to know that dropping
the first service game hardly means
Iosing the match. And sure enough,
the second-seeded Spadea rebounded
and defeated Capdeville in straight
sets, 6-3, 7-5.

“I'm ranked higher, | feel like | have

= more experience, and it's not tike | re.

Iy oniy on my serve,” he said after dis-
posing the 2dwearold Candeville
who is ranked 116th 1o Spadea’s sbth,

“Experience helps me to get better,
you know, get optimistic, no matter
what time of the match I'm strug.
gling.” he said.

Spadea relies on his return more
than his serve, and that weapon got
him back into the match in the fourth
game. His steady return forced Cap-
deville into four unforced errors and a
service break.

Spadea broke ahead in the sixth
game, which turned on consecutive
points. At 30-15 Spadea crushed a re-
fum that the linesman called out but
the chair umpire ruled in. A1 30-30
Capdeville punched a voiley just wide.
After complaining about both calls, he

. hit a forehand into the net

Spadea capitalized on Capdeville's
momentary lapse, heldservefora 52
fead and served a love game to 1ake
the set

At -1 in 1he second set Spadea at-
tacked Capdeville's serve and hit a
crosscourt backhand returmn winner, a
net crawler return for a winner and iy
running crosscourt forehand for a
winner and service break.

But he gave it right back with a few

sz NEWPORT.CS

BN GAME ON!

Broadcast Coverage Begins at 6:25pm

season

With a 10-game division
lead, Boston hopes to
avoid the rash of injuries
that crippled the team last
August,
BY STEVEN KRASNER
JOUBNAL Sivuets Witk

Health

That, more than anything, will
be the key ingredient in deter
mining whether the Boston Red
Sox will be able to maintain
their cushy 10-game lead in the
Amencan League East and waitz
into the playoffs.

But even before the first pitch
of the post-All-Star hreak has
heen thrown — the Sox resume
the schedule tonight at home
against she Teronto Blue fays —
already there is a health issue
that could blossom into a major
wbstacie to Boston's division-title
aspirations and quest for a post-
season berth after a one-year
absence from the playoffs.

That, of
TONIGHT

eourse,
Boston vs. would be
Toronto

David Oniz’s
right knee.
Ttwas*
T reported by
the Boston Herald at the All-Star
Game in San Francisco that
Ortiz, who has been known 1o
have problems with his right -
quadriceps and right hamstring,
.\l:.o has an issue v.nh his right
sasoupis shal Lhe

Hofd 5urguy”'h:u been men-
tioned.

"It not necessarily a major
injury. And it's possible that
whatever specific medical prob-
lem it happens 1o be that Oriz
will be able to play through the
discomfort and hold off surgery
until after the season

But the information sheds
better light on the fact that at the
break Ortiz had only 14 home
runs, a paltry total for the Red
Sox designated hitter, who set a
franchise record with 54 homers
a year ago.

Now it makes more sense as
towhy the long balls haven’t
been jumping off Ortiz’s bat it
hasn't been about the pitching. It
hasa't been about the umpires’
wide strike zones, It hasn't been
about cold weather and unfavor-
able wind patterns.

The bottom line is that if Omiz
has pain when he tnies to shift
his weight from his back leg (o
his front {nght) leg, a major
component in driving a baseball,
it's extremely difficult for him.to
generate any more power in the

REDSOX, C4

Moss of Pawtucket
took of A 's. i
rnile-high aititude in lhe llvst

inning and hit back-to-back
homers. Moss, whose 53 RBl in
the first half ranked fourth in the
league, homered into the bullpen
behind the feft fieid fence to put
the LL. up &-0. Bryan

of indianapolis, the-+L: starter.
pitched two innings for the win.

3 GO-KART TEAM
FINISHES FIFTH

Driving foe Team USA |, Jordan
Genga of East Greenwich, and
Matthew Ostiguy, formerly of
East Greenwich and now of San
Diego. heiped their team toa
fifth-place finish out of 21 karting
teams in their class and a field of
40 karts overall at the 24 Hours
of Le Mans Endurance Kart Race,
eld last weekend in Le Mans,
France. Competing in the “For
Hize" racing cfass — in which
karts are provided for the team
~ and racing in their first event
outside of the United States, the.
17-year-olds vwent up 2gainst
teams from throughout Europe,
including England, Ireland and
Holland.

| WNBA
Connecticut 76, Seattie 63

‘Unknown’ Pozez

a quarterfinalist

It was only last month that a group

in R.I. Amateur

BY PAUL KENYON
JOURNAL SPosTs WETTE R .

WARWICK ~— Someone came over to
check out the scoreboard as the first day of
match play in the 102nd R1. Golf Associ-
ation Amateur Championship was winding
down yesterday at Warwick Country Club.
He looked over the results and paused for a
second before tuming to an official.

“Whao is that Mitchell Pozez guy?” he
asked.

The official shrugged before responding,
“He's from Camegie Abbey. That's all 1
know.”

If someone asks the same guestion from
now on, there will be a better answer. Mitch
Pozez is the first person ever to fill out an
application for the RIGA Amateur online.
He did it from his home in Tucson. Ariz. and
then not only played, but reached the quar-
terfinals.

As the guy at the scoreboard noted, his .

name locked out of place. The others still
alive read like an honor roil of the state’s

SeE AMATEUR, CS
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Bucko Kilroy, shown here in 1978, was insirumental in drafting standout
players as personael director for the Patriots during the 1970s,

of sports wnters who'd covered the
Patriots for many years were ealing
fnied clams at the Red Wing. on Route
E just north of Gillete Stadium in
Foxboro, and swapping Bucko Kilroy
stones.

“Why is it.” one of the younger
writers asked, “that at the end of
every story. you jruys all go: "Heh?

Heh! Heh!" "

Jm | Because, it was

DONALDSON | explained. that was
o the way Bucko al-

ways laughed — at
other people’s sto-
ries, and, especially,
his own

A smile would
light up that hand-
some Irish mug, his
huge, broad shoul-
ders would shake, his eves would
sparkle. and Kilroy would chortie:
“Heh! Heh! Heh!™

He probably also laughed that way
when he drafted the likes of John
Hannah and Mike Haynes, Steve

Grogan and Russ Francis, Stanley

s¢2 DONALDSON, C6



Hall's mystique enamors Santoro

BY MIKE SI0STAK
JURNAL SRS WhiTER
NEWPORT — Bors irv Tahiti,
rassed in France, resighing in Swit-
z:-rkmni and working the globe,
‘wbrics Santore is & citizen of the
wndd And a student of history
Tennis history.
In his 19th year on the men's
Pro tour, Santo-
o finally made it
JOURNAL[ o the Newpon
Casino, the cra
die of tepnis in America, birth.
place of the LS. Championships.
The first thing he did upon armv-
ingwas visit the Internationat Ten-
nis Hall of Fame Museum on the
second floor of the historic Casino
“Amazing.” he said yesterday
after defeating Alexander Peya of
Austria, 64, 61, in the final first-
round match of the Campbell's
Hall of Fame Championships,
*1 had heand a lot about this
Journament, this club, the Hall of
Fame. !smdhvtm!smp Twantio

£o.”

Santoro has a mlkxtmn of vin-
tage tennis rackets and would like
10 tpen a-museum at some point
He couldn't follow a better model

Newport

Continued from Page CF

Togse points: a backhand 1o the
net here, aforehand wide there, a
tob fongg
Undaunted, . however, he
broke ahead in the fifth game.
His lob for = winner gave him a
double-break  point, and  his
crosscourt forehand return that
nicked the net and landed just in
gzzve him the break,
Capdeville did "not succumb
" quietly, though. Spadea played a
sloppy service game in the 10th,
making four unforced ervors, and
lost his one-break advantage. But
again, he bounced back for the
deciding breake In the Hth game
he hammered a backhand return
winner for a 0-15 lead and hit a
big backhand: retumn that hand-

* thanhe Hall of Fame, which trac

@5 tennis hastory through artifacts
arkl memorabilia and interactive
displays

"1 ke the history of the game.”
B said

Santorn’s father, a socver goal:

. X keeper in
France's secornd
division: a5 a
young man,
Eaught him
1 about the greats
i of the game. e+
| pecially Austra.
| Han Ken Rose-

wadl He became
familiar  with
Four Musketeers

Jean: Hen-
i Cochet and Jacques Brugnon -
heroes of the victonious French
Bavis Cup team. Samtoro has
wom Lacoste's crocodile line of
clothing for 27 years,

Santory's game is something
ouit of the pages of tennis history
Heé slices a lot from both sides,
plays the angles, sets up points. At
Sfoot and 170 pounds, he
doesn't possess the power of 1o~
day’s young pros so he doesn't sit

SANTORO

France's
Rera Lact

on the baseline and hammer
away

Santoro has  thought  about
playing Newport for the last flve
years but was usuatly exhausted
after a schedule that 1ok him 1o
the Sony Ercesson Open: in Mia:
mi i March; through the Europe-
andlay seasonto the French Open
and the brief European grass sea:
sonending at Wimbledon. Butthis
year, he made it and was seeded
fourth, based on his pre-Wimble-
don ranking

Ranked in the Top 100 for the
fast 10 years and still mnked 68th
at the age of 34 Bantoro isn't sure
bow lung he will continue. *After
the Pans indoors {Oct. 20-Noy, 4,
Fll see if Twant to play next year,”
he gaid.

Nom bounces Berrer
Dick Norman, of Belgium, at 36
1he oldest plaver on the ATP cir-
o, upset eightheseeded
of Germany. 6-2. 6.7 (4,
7-8 {6y, and advanced to the quar-
nals after having lost in the
firStround in his four previous vis-
its 10 the Hail of Fame Champion-
ships. Mormanshouted in rehief as

Berrer's final return sailedt long
and ended the 2-hour, 22-minute
fussle an the otside Court |
Norman wili play a fisst-time
:\\‘1“ guarterfinalisg, A=
akistad® in the
eshi, o qualifier
who upset top-seeded Mardy Fish
on Tuesday, defeated jucky loser
Healey of Australio 6
2. 57,64 South African Wesley
Moodie achvinced 1o the quarterf
nals by beating Roke Karanuskc of
Cruata, 64, 44, 6-2

Dy
Toumey's a good draw
Attendance for the first three
days of the toumament has been
solidh Monday, 2340, Tuesday,
12

Antendance usually picks up on
Friday g it should be strong again
fomerrowe. The Hatl of Fame in
duction and semifinals on Satur-
day and the finals on Sunday are
sold ot The Hall of Fame Classic
on Sunday moming Imwn'm;

Sampras and

2007 inducives Pete
Arantxa Sancher-Vicarkd 15 also
sold out

mazostak i projo.com / (401) 277-7340

cuffed Capdesslle at the service
kne for a 1540 advantage. Cap-
deville saved those break points
with a pair of service winners but
then netted a forehand and dous
ble-faulted, losing his serve

Spadea held at 15 in the 12th
game and won the match

Spadea remained focused
theoughout, even when the chair
on which a heavyset service i-
nesman was sitting erumbled be-
tween the sixth and seventh
games of the first set,

“Ihad just gotten up a break so
1 was more worried about how |
was going to consolidate and ex.
tend my lead. Hopefully e didn’t
get injured,” he said.

The linesman collected the
pleces of the broken chair,
grabbed a new deat and returned
1o his position.

“Back on the horse to watch
the Spadea serve,” Spadea said

with a laugh

Spadea ended up serving fair-
ty well for the match, hitting 64
pereent of his first serves and
winning 62 percent of his service
points. He won 20 of 60 retumn
points,

“Retumn is one of my better
stats,” he said. "I returned well
and got to break him a few
times.”

The bounce on the stadium
courts is not true, he added, mak
ing it difficult “to get a perfectly
sound shot every time. Soltwas a
little bt of a tough battle on the
service games. | had a good
match overall. it was good 1o
come back mentally, and 1 hung
intherewhen | didn't serve it our.
And he had a big win yesterday,
50 | knew he had some confi-
dence.”

Spadea, a. finalist here two
years ago, will play South African

Wesley Moodie in the quarters,
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Amateur

Continued from Foge €1

best. Defending champion Brad
Valols won twice to advance. as
did former champions Charlie
Blanchard and Tem MeCormick

Toumney medalist John Dro-
hen and John Auclair, two of the
most frequent contenders in all
state events, are in the final eight,
100, 35 are young stars Ricky Au-
dette and Jonathan Pannone.

And there's Pozez

He is 48 years old, lives in Tue-
son but summers at Carnie Ab-
bey, where he has a home. He
smokes cigarettes while he plays
and he loves te falk. He will talk
to his opponent, chat with any-
one watching and act like he's
out for a pleasant day on the
inks. Oh yes, he’s also never
played tournament golf hefore.

“I've been coming to Rhode Is-
land for five years. Last year was
the first time | ever played in any
state event in Arizona or Rhode
Island,” he said. *I've played a lot
of club golf. Some of the guys
wha | play with over at the Abbey
told me about the Rhode 1sland
events.”

Pozez first beat Wannamoi-
sett’s Danny Blessing, 5 and 3,
then edged Metacomet’s Darren
Corrente, 1-up, in perhaps the
match of the toumament thus
far. Corrente, outdnving Pozez
by 50 yards or more on many
‘holes, led mostofthe way. Heap-
peared 10 have control.

"I'm kicking myseifl because |
made a couple mistakes and

gave him life” Corrente said
“He made pars from places you
can’t believe. That was one of the
best pumng demonstrations 've
ever seen.”

Pozez hit & ree off the tee on
the par-4 11th and ended up only
90 vards from the tee. Yet he
made par by sinking .30 fonter
He hit his tee shot on the pard
R7th only about 120 yards but got
up and down from 97 yards 10
win the hole. On the par-4 18th,
hewas short and in the left rough
in 1wo and had a difficult chip
over a bunker to a sloping green
Hehit a good shot to get within
15 feet. And then he made the par
putt to win the match.

"I was gagging it pretty good
coming down the stretch, but |
was having fun,” Pozez said "It's
a real. treat. 'm having a ball.
These guys all hit the ball 50, 60,
70 yards past me, but I have a
pretty good short game. I'm hap-
Py to be in the gquanterfinals. I'my
a happy underdog out here.”

He will meet Valois, the de-
fending champion, in the quar-
ters. Valois built big leads inboth
his matches but then had to hang
on. He edged Billy Maguire in the
second round, L-up, alter losing a
4-hole lead.

Maguire rallied and tied it with
the help of birdies at 8 and 12, Va-
fois regained the lead when he
won 4 with a par. He won de-
spite not making a birdie. He ob-
viausly was less than thrilled. He
went from the final green, after
playing 36 holes, straight to War-
wicks practice range to do more
wuork on his game.

Blanchard, whose titles in-

clude the 2002 Amateur and
three player-of-the-year crowns,
pulled away on the back nine 1o
beat Garrett Medeiros, 3and 2, in
the afternoon, He will meet Poto-
womut's  Jonathan  Pannene,
Pannone, who has spent the fast
two years at URI but is transfer-
ring 1o Sonth Carntina in the fall
ousted Foster's Andy Falcone, 3
and 2, in the afternoon,

Drohen and Auctair, two of
the most frequent contenders,
will go head-to-head in the semis,
Alpine’s Drohen has been in the
quarters four straight years.
Kirkbrae's Auclair is a quarterfi-
nalist for the sixth time.

Drohen topped former cham-
pion Ben Tuthdl, 4 and 3, in the
second round. Drohen, who
trailed mrly felt the key came on
the lith,

“I made a great par from the
trees 10 go 2-up. That was big”
he said. After that he never gave
Tuthill a chance.

“He kept hitting everything at
the stick.” Tuthill said. Drohen
had birdie putts inside 10 feet on
five straight holes.

"I oniy made a ceuple of them,
but 1 was happy because | made
the ones that counted,” he said

Auclair lost a two-hole lead
but then won the Final hole 1o
edge Jamie Farrea, 1-up.

“I wasn’t hitting the bail as
well as ['d like, but Pm getting up.
and down from everywhere,
which is the opposite of what |
usually do,” Auclair said.

McCormick, the winner two
years ago, got through on exper-
ence, first beating David McAn-
drew, who had tied for fow in

qualifying, 3and 1. and then top-
ping Bruce Heterick, 5 and 4

"My short game saved me,”
MeCormick said,

His opponent today, Audetts,
is a Metacomet product who
graduated from Belmont Abbey
last year and now works with his
father,

“This is only the third time ['ve
played in this tournament,” said
Audette. "When | was in college,
Fd abways forget to get the appli-
cation in while 1 was ia school
and it would be 160 late when 1
got home.”

Audette beat twoe-time Stroke
Play champion Jason Pannone,
Jonathan Pannone’s older broth-
er, 2and &, then had too much for
Crestwood's Bruce Heterick, 5
and 4. in the afternoon.

RESULTS YESTERDAY

FRST HOUND.
s s, A Do P, ACE, L s B
art

Tthd, W, ndeCao

ameium, 3
friynigirmy gl g

gy criiio

rafiated,
A etncomet 1 3 ix:\-.w:\n-t; o o
e,

el e, 1 370 3 Parwione e, Faicone. Y and 1.
TODAY'S QUARTERFINALS

138 - trohen e ducias 140

Vo v Parer 150
RRTLmacs 8 At B30 — B37Chird ok Pasron,
Somfingin o sarrscn

mlm.u-lllﬂl) m1-140

Ray, Vonghoumy nab medalist titles

BY CAROLYN
JOURNAL SiRTS ‘Mem x
NORTH HINGSTOWN — Sev-
eral weeks ago, Jeff Ray was help-
ing the Barmingtort High Schoot
golf team regain the Rhode Island
Interscholastic League state title,
while also eamn-

¥

¥ PGA | ing his first alk

| GNioRs | dion ek
tion: in just his

second year of playing for the Ea-

gles.

The 16-year-old added to ;hnl
already successful golf season
westerday, taking medalist honors
with an even-par 70, en route 1o
winning the 15- and-16-year-old
bays division of the Riode Island
Professional Golfers' Asseciation
Junier Championships at North
iung;zcwn Municipal  Golf

Mwmhx]e Juliet Vonghoumy
gave herself a nice 14th binthday
present, czzpmnng the gy
crown with a score of B4

The runner-up in his debut al
this tourney last summer with a

S

score of 75, Ray, who plays out of
Crestwoed, shaved five strokes
off his score with the help of four
birdies, three of them on the front
nine that put him b-under at the
um.

*1 opened up with a couple of
quick birdies on the third and
fourth holes to go 2-under,” he
said. “Then | made a couple mis-
takes, but 1 birdied nine. which
kept my momentum going. Then b
made a lot of good pars on the
back with a lot of 6- and 7-foaters
and saved the round.™

Meanwhile, Vonghoumy, who
Just finished the eighth grade at
Lincotn Middie School and began
playing golf four vears ago at But-
ton Hole, wasn't as pleased with
her round. In fact, she planned to
stop by the driving range on her
way home to try to straighten out
her swing

It was on and off." the 14-year-
old said of her game. “The second,
third and fourth, it was OK, and
then | just lost my concentration. 1
couldn’t hit the ball straight atall ™

S

- Nevertheless, Vonghouny
played well enough 10 mm off
twortime Lincoln High All-Stater
Jenna Masnyk. who finished sec-
ondat 88, and Vonghoumy's oider
sister Junette, who eamed sec-
ond-team All-State honors in her
rookie season at Lincoln and took
third yesterday with a 99,

Hearing about the RIPGA tour-
nament from his high school
cdach, Michael Hamilton, a sap-
tain en Lincoln's coed golf team
last season, thought it sounded
like "an awesome deal” with a
mere $15 entry fee providing the
junior golfers with mange balls,
tunch at the tum and a chance to
play on a quality golf course.

He also ended up earning a gift
certificate to the pro shop. Card-
ing birdies on the fourth, sixth and
Hth holes and shooting the sece
ond lowsscore of the day overall,
Hamilton: took first in the 17-
and-18-year-old division with a.2-
over-par 72.

1 got off 10 a pretty good start
and was lunder through six.”

)

said the recent Lincoln graduate,
wha is bound for Flerida Atlantic
University, where he plans 1o play
for the golf team as a walk-on. |
made one big mistake on. {hole}
seven —lined going for the green
n two and shouldn't have. That

L3

Thurss

L3

haly 12, 2007

The Seattle Storm’s Lauren Jackson shoots over the Sun's
Kristen Rasmussen, left and Le'Coe Willingham yesterday,

Well-rested Sun

outshine

AsocinTin Pris

SEATTLE (APy — Despite a
poor shooting game, Connecti-
cut was still able to overcome a
fatigued Seattle squad

Katie Douglas scored 17
points, and the rested Sun beat
the Storm, 7663, Mesterday af-
ternoon.

The Sun {%11) had not played
since Saturday in Los Angeles
and had waited for the Storm (n
Scattle the past two days. In the
meantime, the
Storm  played
i Los Angeles
on Tuesday in
a 8247 rout of

was not there,
but the energy
wiis still there,
That  always
helps”  Cone
necticut Coach Mike Thibault
said. “Seattle might have been fa-
tigued from their game (Tues-
dav} but you don't feel sorry for
them. If we have that Hiale bit of

SRR iy e kvl bt i e
our ad'vanm;,?

Nykesha  Sales  added
paints and Evina Maltsi added ll
in the balanced sconng for the
Sun,

Lauren Jackson scored 24
points for the Storm (119}, who
had won four of their previous
five. Iziane Castro Marques add-
ed 13 points. Seattle played its
fourth strusght game withaut All-
Star guard Sue Bird, who is reco-
venng from knee surgery last
week.

“A lot of them |Storm players]
chdn't want 1o run with us today™
Sales said.

Storm coach Anne Donovan

Storm

said back-to-back games “are
definitely difficult. With a game
fike tomight, 1 thought that we
didn't look t0o bad in there”

Earlier this month, Connecti-
cut became the first Wh team
te score at least 100 poin's in
copsecutive games, They shot a
franchise record 639 percent in
their HO-89 victory over the
Sparks on Saturday. They shot
Just 43 percent against the
Storm.

Douglas said, “That's what it's
afl about, contreiling the game.
Anytime you have good energy
from your five starters then you
can go to your bench and count
an them to make contnibutions,
good th. . gs are going to happen
10 your team.”

Conpecticut’s  bench  out-
scored Seattle’s 20-2

“That's a big difference in
game like this” Thibault said.
“We're pretty balunced most of
the time, but when Asjha Jones
{seven points) didn’t have it; we
went ta other people. | felt our
bench had some Dig baskets”™

iy, waibiig By 12 fate in
the first half, came within three
points on a Hd-footer by Wendy
Palmer with 3:22 feft in the third
quarter. But the Sun clased the
quarter on & 12-5 run — includ-
ing a 3-pointer by Sales — for a
551 lead
Storm pulled to $4-57
in the fourth, but Connecti-
cut came: up with three straight
steals followed by fast-break
points to extend the lead,

“We would cut it to five then
they would go on a nun,” Dono-
van said. “We were in a hole by
10 at haiftime and with a good
team: it is very difficult to come
back.”

Lewis, Hill trade spots
in hunt for NBA title

Jetrnor Wike BT
Rashard Lewis went toOrfando,
Grant Hill headedt out. And both
think they moved closer to an NBA
title
The swingmen changed ad-

dresses yes-
PRo | terday. the
BASKETBALL | ™

teams could
sign free agents. Hill signed with
the Phoenix Suns, with Lewis es-
sentially 1aking his oid stasting
spotafter coming from Seattle in i
sygn-and-trade dedd.

Bobeats feading scorer Gerald
Wallace reached an agreement in
princple that would keep him in
Charlotte, execunive vice president
of basketball operations Bemnie
Bickerstaff said. At least eight
teams had pursued Wallace, who
averaged 18,1 points last season.

Chauncey Billups stayed put, re-

But he was largely healthy and
played well last season, aversging
144 points in 65 games.

Hll will have a chance 1o stant
on a team that has won three
straight Pacific Division titles. The
trfoor-8 forward agreed to a twe-
vear deal worth about S1 8 million
for the first vear, with a second-
vear player option for about 32 mil-
ton,

The Pistons gave the 2004 NBA
Fmals MVP g Siemillion, 5-year
contract that is worth $46 million
guaranteed over four years and in-
cludes a team option for the fifth
year.

Billups’ preference was 1o stay
in Detroir, but Lewis was ¢ager to
leave Seattle to play with Howard
in Ordando. The money certainly
helped: He was able to get a sixth
year with the teams agreeing 1o the.
. bringging the value

was ahirdie hole that
dauble bogey. So | shot 38 on the
front. | knew Jeff Ray shot 35 on
the front, so § knew | needed to
make up something. 1 shot 34 on
the back. 50 that’s not bad. Jeff
played well. He deserves {medal-
ist honors].”

Making a birdie on 14, a 185
yard par-3, Michael Delude — an
incoming  freshman at Bishop
Feehan — fired an 8% to win the
13-and-H-year-old division,

VS Mches Oriuk. 45 Cum

LEAND IBTEAR-GLOBOYS. Mcsadamb: (e
et T et Fartah . A Pugtue
DeVISioN: o, e ety

;&ﬂ!uu)o.nnlﬂn-m-im AR

turming toa Detroit team that has
reached five stright Eastern Con-
ference finals. And Lewts believes
the Magne could soon be there, too,

Lewis joins Dwight Howard to
give Crlando one of the East’s top
fronteounts.  Lewis thinks  that
makes the Magic good enough to
compete for the conference title in
his first season :zp‘kmu

“Efeel like we're going to have a
chance to maybe even get to the fi-
nals next season,” Lewis said.

» TheMagiclost in the first round:
of the playoffs last season. the final
one of Hill's disappointing seven-
year stint in Odande Hobbled
mostiv by ankle imunes, Hidl
played in about a third of the Mag-
ic's games after signing a T-year,
393-million contract

o! hus contract well over S1H0 mil-
lion.

Also vesterday, the Portand
Trail Blazers bought out the re
maining two vears of Steve Fran-
cis' contract and completed a deal
with Phoenix from draft night. The
Blazers acquired James Jones and
the draft nghts to Spanish guard
Rudy Fernandez. the 2th overait
pick in the NBA Drft, for $3 nul-
lion,

Francis was ascquired from the
Knicks on draft mught aléng with
Channing Frye inthe deal that sent
Zach Randolph, Dan Dickau and
Fred Jones 1 New York.

The Toronto Raptors signed Ja-
son Kapone, whe led the NBA in 3-
point shooting last season for Mia-
mL

b
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Newport’s final 8,
like rankings, has
real French flavor

BY MIKE STOSTAK
L0 kv ks MkE

NEWPORT Veve fa France
That s the mallvieg ey on the
men s pro tenms tour tis vear

Fifteen #renchimen are ranked
i the Top 100 in the first post
Wimbledon ATP rankigza this

week fwo are in

HALL OF  ‘he  quarterfi

FaMg b "o the
TENNIS ' m\,m.u Hall

me Tennis
d Bt i the
Swis Open

3 h,\mpl‘sn\m;\\
quarterfinats of U
at Gstaad

France the leader in men s ten
s’ The Four Musketeers Davis
up stars of the 1920y and Habi of
Famers all. must be smibing m
their graves No nther countey s
s well represented amony the
fame s clite Asyentina with 12 i
second The Lnited States 1n g
B of atenmis slump has 100 the
Top

We have a good fedetaton
fifth seeded Nicolas Mahut sand
vesterday after advancing to the
quarterfinals of the Campbell s
#all of Fame Tennis Champon
ships with a 63 6-7 (% 61 victo.
ifter Antony Dupus

where eise” France
Abaut two hours later fourth
seeded  Fabnee  Santoro o
France joned hum in the quanter
finals with a hard-fought 6.7 (6),
64 64 wictory aver Frank Dan
cevie of Canada

“They do a lo for the young
players. the Jumors That's why
we have many players in the Top
168 nght now, " Mahut sud of the
French Tenms Federaton

of

i the Swiss Open with Marc
Lohgued Alst and Gael Monfils
[ERE

Armaua { lement (33rd) and
Michael lodra 63rd) upset the
Hryan brothen Mike and Bab
for the doubles championshp at
Wimbiedon and beudnze the first
Freach eam e win that tile in
thety nkra

Ladra was se excited that he
threw s clothes and maequets i
o the crowd and had o bormow a
shart from {Tement s brather for
the trophy presentation Hé was
scheduted 10 piay the Hali of
Fame tournament ihis week and
was the third seed but he with
drew after winning the Wimble:
don douhles The joke here ai the
beginnag of the week was that
he had 1o racquets

Santore  (68th). it armve
Monday mght for his fiest ap
pearance i Newport in hiy 19th
year on the men's errcut

Had Liodra kept one racquet
and plaved this week, Freach
men would have heen seeded
three four and five a fint for
Newpon As s wo seeded
Frenchmen here occurred anly
ance. 1n 2004, when Gregory Car
raz was fourth and Dupus
eighth Cyni Saulmer was fourth
n 2005 Liodra seventh in 2002
Dupuis fourth in 2001 and Ste.
phane Simian seventh in 1996
Mo other Frenchmen have been st
seeded in thiy tournament since
Hs neeption i 1976

Dupuis quatified this year gy
g the French three players in
the main draw and the bleu
blanc e reuge tnoolur reason 1o

The Wimbledor 3
Richand Gasquet, 1 the highest
rasked Frenchman on tour sath
a No 7 Paul-fienn Mathieu i
251h They reached the quarterfi

BllBNKR uPTCY

401 -738 3030

wave prominently atep the New
port Castno grandstand sl

“Yes, I'm proud.” Mahut saxd
of the success he and his country
men are enjo

Teanis Federation
manages five natonal teaining
centers and works with promus-
g phayers as young as 12 or 13

“We support our young plas
ers The federanion does a great

Nicolas Mahut, of France,
Antony Dupuisfin

ook my own coach,”

players before me.”
fact
ready te make a move He defeat
ed Rafael Nadal in the quarterfi
nals and Clement in the semifi
nals and lost to Andy Reddick
the final at Queen's Club, the
Wimbledon warmmup
Jub,” Santoro sad (&

“[The French Tenn:s Federation do s a ot for the
¥OUng players. the jumors That's why we have many
players in the Top 100 right now "

They take the best 20 players

undor i4, and they practice every
day with the trainer and the ten
nis coach From 13 to 18." Mahut
said He started through the
tem

t 5ys
Tennis Enrdes, at and
taved until he was 22 “Then |
he said

That was three years ago He

has been a pro since 2000

Mahut was ranked as hugh as

Blst last September and finished
the year al 8th his year end
best He has no dlusions as to his

tanding among his countrymen
“There are seven. eight o nine
he sad In

there are 1} but Maha s

He beat
lement again in the first round

iney piay for the thrif of victory.

{and a iittle publicity never hurts ]

High School Coaches & Athletic Directors, proo com
has new online technology to compile and repon player and team statistcs
tor all boys and gris sports from every school - immediately after the game

We Need Your Help!

Beginning with the 2007 fall spents season, we are locking for
“Stat Trackers" - a student, fan, parent or ceach - who can accurately
and reliabiy get us vour tear’s stats after each rugh schooi game.

Designate a *Stat Tracker™ and forward his/her contact information®

to The Provicence Journal at HSsperts@proio.com

So. what do you say? Help us give our local high school athletes the
ecognition they deserve Because. after all, they play for the thnil of viclory

Hey parents, nep spread the wor. Taik 1o your son or daugnter's
coach and athietic director

B

defeated wild «

at Wimbledon and tost 10 Gas
quet He had lost 1o Gasquet in
the first round at the French
Open in May and had also lost to
Frenchmen Marce Gieguel at Ca
sablanca and to Mathieu Mont
court at a Challenger in Besan
con, France, this year

“After my final at Queens
things changed for me | balieve |
can win the tournament Before |
was thinking maybe | can play
quarterfinal Now I know | can
play final and win the tourmna-
ment.” he said

Dupus, . tumed pro in 1992
and has warched the nse of
French tenmss in recent years

“There are a ot of talented
guys 1n France,” he saxt

Dupws and Mahut are fnends
off the court They practice and
hang out together dunng the day
and go oul 1o eat at mght Yester
day. they warmed up together be-
fore thewr match,

“I don't like to play agamst
friends He's a good fmend of
mine i's never easy to play
against a Frenchman We stay ai
Watale bocmmbbne $37n
gether  When you have to play
the match. you have to fight
Mentally i's very difficull You
have to say you have to win the

THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL ~ FRICDA SQUIRES

prepares o return a shot en route to defeating fellow Frenchman
their Hall of Fame match yesterday in Newport.

maich.” Mahul sad

Santoro. 34 s the elder states
man of this French foregn le
gun, and he showed the 22 year
ald Dancevic that he can st shce
and dice his way to victory on
grass

“In the second and thud sets
he was returming way more re
fums and getting the bail in play
Onee he gets the ball n play, i's
tough to vome 1o the net He's re-
ally erafty ” Dancevic sad

Santoro shees his forehand as
well as lus backhand, hits the hall
deep and stnkes short angled
passing shots Dancevic, who huts
the ball a lot harder recailed
their finst meeting at the Cana
dian Open when Dancevic was
16

“He tuned me up pretty good
that nme.” he said with o sule
“Today | had my chances  On
these courts he's really fough 1o
play He hits with a lot of under.
spin It seems like one extra ball
comes hack every ume That's
why he's stayed in the Top 50 for
years iUl be interesting 1o see
how he does the rest of the week
He's an expenenced player He
knows how 1o play the nght
potnts al the nght ume ~

1f Santoro and Mahut win their
quarerfinals today. they wall re
turm for the semufinals tomorrow.
Bastille Day, the French Fourth
of July

Vs
“One more match "~

Vive la France'

= b maid cmibine

mszostak ¥ proje.com ¢ (401) Z77-7340

Good weather plus

top tennis

make for

great 3-day weekend

BY MIKE SZOSTAX
HAEAAL SRS WHITLE
NEWPORT — What a weekend
1s instore for tennis fans who have
tickets to the Campbell's Hall of
Fame Championships and Hall of

Fame Classic at the Newpart Casi-
no.

Quarterfinals
NEWPORT | ‘'oday Hall of
JOURNAL | Fame mduction

and  semifinals
tomomow Hall of Fame Classic
exhiinen Sunday morming Finals
Sunday afternocn
And the weather forecast s fa-
vorable Sunny. dry, KOs
What's not to like about all that”
The quanterfinals today wil
match  second-seeded  Vince
Spadea of Boca Raton, Fla
aganst  South Wesley
Moodie Spadea, a I4-year-veter-
an. won his first two matches
straight sets. Moodie needed three
sets 1o get by Roko Karanusieinthe
second round
Dick Norman of Belgum and
qualifier Alsam-Ul-Hak of
Pakistanwill meet tnanother quar-
terfinal. the firt for 27-year-oid
Qureshu on the ATP tour and the
second for Norman, the 36-vear-
old veteran and oldest plaver on
the tour Norman played three be-
breakers in hus two matches, Qu-
resh one
Fourth-seeded Fabeice Santoro,
34 of France will play 19-vear-oid
Zverev of Germany San-
foro outlssted young Frank Dan-
cevic of Canada yesterday 6.7 {5),
&3 64 and Zverev hea! Danal
of Thatland, 62, 5-7
746 44
Fifth-seeded Nicolas Mahut of
France wall play qualifier Prakash
of India. Mahut elminat
ed countryman Antoay
6567 (5).6- 1 yesterday, and Am-
rtray, son of three-ume Hall of
Fame champion Wijay X
B S

b of the US. 64, 6-3.

Famers matches

The Hall of Fame mduction cer-
emony toreTow woulkd normally
be the hightight of the weekend.
Jenrung the greats of the game wall
be Pete the 14-time
Grand Slam singies champion and
domnant player of the 1990s,
Arantxa -Vicarka  of
Spain, winner of four Grand Slam
singles ntles n the 1980s and
19905, Sven Davidson of Sweden, a
star in the 19585, and photogra-

pher Russ Adams. who left his
newspaper job in Boston and be-
came the most familiar figure n
the photo pit of every major tenpus
venue in the world.

But this yeur two members of
the Class of 2007 wail play on the
stadium court. and that may weil
be the hughlight of Newport Tennus
Week Sampras and s fongtime
nval. Todd Martin, will start the
Hall of Fame Classic Sunday
mornung at 10 Sanchez-Vicano
and her brother, Emilio Sanchez,
who played here with the Spanish
Davis Cup team i 1993 and is cap-
tamn of .hw team now, will play
muxed gouhles against Rhode Is-
land's favonite tennss davghter, Ji

. and former pro

R A doubles match be-
ewcen Hall of Famer Stam Smith
and Paut Annacone and 1985 Hall
e)f Fame champion Tom Guilikson

nd Brian Gottfried will conclude
rm separate-admission program,
which 1s seld vut Look for Hall of
Famer Rod Laver to make an ap-
pearance

The Hall of Fame singles and
doubles finals wall follow, starting
at s pm That session i also soki
out. meanng that 11400 tenms
fans will pass through the Castro
tomormow and Sunday, making it
one of the mest pupuhr weekends

m

mszostak Eprojo.com / (401) 73-7340

Charlie Blanchard and
Brad Valois go at it today
BY PAUL KENYOM
Joewaa vk WattR

WARWICK — It took 57 yea
for a teft-hander to win the Rhod.
island Amateur golf champo
ship Now thw lefties are acting
as they own the event

The titte match i the R Go

Assactation’s
N 1¥2nd  Amateu
AMATEUR =~ il be held
day at Wara:
Country Club and one thing
certwn - a defty will win for the
third fime in six years

Charfie Blanchard, who t
came the first lefty ever w wn
when he did it in 2002, swepr 1
fwn Impressive victories yester
day jomng & combined 7 under
par 10 eamn hus spot in the tith
match 1t psts lum against defend
1ng champion Brad Valow

Valos. who became the sec
ond lefty champion last year
turned 1n some of the bast golf h
has displayed since Jast summer
when he won bath the Rhode 1s
land and New England crowns
as he won twice Valois gres
nght-handers some consatation

While he hits the ball left
handed. he putts from the righe
side Even there, though, he acty
Iike a lefty He switched to a left
hand low putting gnp a month
ago And has used it all week, in
sluding s 4-and-2 victory over
upsel specialist Mitch Pozez of
Camnegie Abbey i the quarterfi
nals, then a welleamed 3-and-2
decsion over medalist John Dro.
hen i the semus

Both Blanchard and Valos are
peaking at the nght time

“I'm feeling really good " sand
Valen. who i transfernng from
Johnson & Wales to LRI for hw
Junior year of college “I'm look
tng forwand to tomerrow '

For hum. o 18 not just that he
has reached the title match for
the second year ina row [t is that
he 1s playing his best golf since
last summer

“Ihit my trons twace as good as
[ have in the last siv ar seven

merhe Tl craming 1 ot thars

He and Dmhen put on a terrif-
ic match that featured seven bird-
tes, five by Valois (ar 4, 9, 12, 14
and 15) As well as Valots hit the
ball. Drohen felt putting made
the difference

“The key was at i} where | had
an easy {six foot] birdie putt |
pulled " Drohen sad ~That
would have gotten me back to
even Then he took advantage
and birdied the next hole to get
back to 2-up

"1 had a good run | thought it
was going to he my year,” said
Drohen, the medalist s year
and a quarterfinalist for the
fourth vear in a row "But you've
EOt 10 make putts. 1 didn't do
this afternoen

As well as Valois played, Blan-
chard had even berter numbers
In the quarters. Jonathan Pan
none was ahead of lum by one
hole through six.  Blanchard
rolled i a 15-foot bardie putt on
ihe par3 seventh and that
seemed 10 hght a fire He was 6-
under over the final nine hales as.
he won, ¢ and 3 On the back
nine. Blanchard went birdie-bird

te-par-birdie-par-eagle.
‘{‘ve been hithing 1 good ail
week.” the 41-year-ald business

man said “The first few days 1
was rolling them over the edges
or hitting it a kittie too mﬂ Today
they started going in.

In the afterncen semus, he
three-purted the first hole But he
had four birds with only one bo-
gey as he steadity pulled away 10
beat Ricky Audette, 6 and 4

“Twish I could have played bet
ter” saxd Audette. a Hendnicken
product who graduated from Bel-
mant Abbey last year “But all in
all. 1 had a good week

Blanchard 45 a three-ume R1-
GA playerof-the-year [n 2602,
he became the oniy player to
sweep all four RIGA majors. But
he has eut back an hus play a bit
with business obligaons and a
family that includes chiidren ag-
es 9 and 7 He feels he ts playing
this week much as he did in hus
Breatl season five years ago

“Preity comparable yes.”
sad ~About the same. I'd
hitting i-wise

d say

£9n Drctee, Love art e ucits St 3 a7
£ e
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rojo.com/redsox

Today on projo. com/redsox

3 See a gailery of photos from
tast rght's Red Sox-Blue Jays
game

B Get ready tor today s game
with cur pregame blog reparts
L Fenway. at projo comy/
soxblog

B Foliow the Red Sox Biue
Jays. Yankees Devid Rays. ang
all the other MLB action bat
ter-by-batter on Projo Stats

NEWS
WIRE

B HUGE CONTRACT
FOR SUZUK!

Great week to be ichirg-
Secruidh The Seattle leadolf man

he was the
unanimous
MVP ol the
All-Stat game The deal ensures
Seattle, 2njoying its best season
in four years, will not fose its
franchise cornerstone to free
agency this fall, Instead, the
Mariners will keep the
seven-time All-Star and
perennial Gold Glove outfieider
under contract until age 39.

B CUBAN MAY BID
FOR CHICAGO CUBS
Add Internet biflionaire and
Dallas Mavericks owner Mark
Cuban 1o the list of potential
Chicago Cubs buyers. Interested
parties must submit an
application 1o Major League
Basebail to examine the team's
finances. Cuban tokd the Chicago
Tribune be sent in the
application dast week.

| VUITTON LEAVES
AMERICA'S CUP

French luxury goods giant Louis
Yuitton is ending its sponsorship
of the America’s Cup over
concerns the sailing event has
become too commercial. Yuitton
has been a main sponsor of the
America’s Cup — international
3port’s oldest competition —
since 1983, when the
challengers' series became
known a3 the Louis Vuitton Cup.
W WHITE LEADING

IN POKER FINALS

A 22-year-old Internet player
from Texas temporarily ook the
tead yesterday at the World
Series of Poker's main event in
Las Vegas, where legends of the
game continued to hang onin
the hunt for the $8.25-million top
prize. Josk Evans vauited into
the top spot with L9 millien in
chips after capturing several
massive pots. In one he flopped
to a set of three 10s against a
player holding pocket aces, and
ina later hand catied an ait-in bet
with three twos versus a player
who missed on a straight. Evans
tater slipped to third as Adam
White moved into first with 2.8
rillion ehips and Jon Kalmar
was second with 2.2 millien.

W A.L. BASEBALL
Taoronto 6, Boston 5

Cteveland 6, Kansas City 5
Baltimore 2, Chicago 0

Tampa Bay 6. Yankees 4
Minnesota 5, Oakiand 3

Detroit at Seattie

Texas at LA, Angels

W N.L. BASEBALL
Chicago 6, Houston 0
Washington 14, Florida 10
Phitadeiphia 13, 5t Louls 3
Cincinnat B. N.Y. Mets 4
Atianta 9, Pittsburgh |
Coiorado at Milwaukee

™ San Diego at Arizona
L.A. Dodgers at Zan Francisco

W L. BASEBALL
Syracuse 8, Pawtucket 4

- SPORTS

Phona: 401277 7340 Fax: 401277 7444 E-malk pjsports tprogo cfim

RHODE ISLAND AMATEUR

THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL / BILL MURPHY

Brad Valois follows his tee shot on the ninth hole of the finals of the R.1. Amateur golf tournament, at
Warwick Country Club, yesterday.

Back-to-back champ

Brad Valois, 20, wins his second straight R1. Golf
Association Amateur, joining some pretty elite players.

fall "This gives me a lot of confi-
dence for the rest of the summer
and the rest of the year With what

BY PAUL KENYON
Jotnar Siuiers Wian s

WARWICK — Brad Valois' new
golf game has ted him to the same
spot ashis oldone That s, tothe tep
of the Rhode Island amateur golf
world,

The Z0-year-old from Valiey
Country Club jomned elite company
yesterday when he won his second
straight R1 Golf Association Ama-
teur, 5 and 3, over Charhie Blan-
chard at Warwick Y

In the last 30 vears, only Joey la-

ciofano n 1997.98. Paul Quigley 1n
1986-87 and Brad Faxon in 1981-82
have been able to win two years ina
row What makes Valois' accom-
plishment thar much mare remark-
abie s that he has spent much of the
past year changing tus game He en-
tered the week nol playing as well as
he did a year ago.  «
“Considenng the summer I've
had, this really does feel good.” said
the champian, whe played at John-
son & Wales in Miam the last two
years but s transfernng to URD this

I've gone through the last six or sev
en months, this 15 a big vahidation

WValois, who hits the ball left-
handed but putts nght-handed,
makes no secret that he wanis (o
play at the highest level As well as
‘he was playing a year ago, he felt he
had to make changes to better him-
self in the long run He works with
teacher Manin Lerman.

“When you're doing a lot of swing
changes. vou tose your tournament

st AMATEUR, B6

+ he posted a three-set victory over Pakistian's Ausam-Ul-Haq

HALL OF FAME TENNIS

A first final four for Norman

Today's semifinal match against Nicholas
Mahut will be an ATP tour career-best for
36year-old Dick Norman.
BY JOHN GILLOOLY
Joatseaas, Sk WhrT R
NEWPORT — Maybe it's only fitting that on the day when
one of the legends of men’s tenrss will be inducted into the
International Tenrnus Hall of Fame. the oldest guy on the ATP
sour will be playing hus first semifinal match in a tour tourna-
ment
Dick Norman, a 3-year-old Belgian, , carned the first ATP
semifinal appearance of his 13-year pro carver yesterday as

Qureshi inthe first of four quarterfinal round matches of the
Campbell's Hall of Fame Championshups at the Newpeort Ca-
SN

Norman wili contirue hus quest for his first tournamens ti-
te this afternoon when he meets Nicholas Mahut of French in
one of twosemufinal matches that wall follow the Hall of Fame
induction of tennis legend Pete Sampras.

Menday mormung the last place Norgmn expected he'd be
on Saturday afternoon was on the same court as Sampras i

Not having played an ATP mamn toumament singles |
maiches this season. Saturday rught he was n Cordova, |
Spain playing in the ifinal round of Challenger Touma
ment. He lost the match that didn't finssh untif well after mud
aight then had te endure & five-hour delay on his plane

£

BT AMENIOLA
Prakash Amritraj of India lunges for a voliey
against Nicolas Mahut of France during their

<t TENNIS, B7 quarterfinal D.(:Hl of Fame match yesterday.

Blue Jays
clip Sox
at Fenway

Toronto's imely hitting and an meffective
Boston starter lead Lo a Sox loss
BY STEVEN KRASNER
T wnar ek W
BOSTON  The Red Sox had the lead twice against
the Blue Javs last nighl. bul eouldn | make o three and bost
a 65 decision 0 the second game of 3 four-game set
against Torents
The Sox pus the tying and winning nuns on base in the
nmth Julio Lugo led off the nmnyg aganst Jays closer
Jeremy Accardo with an opposte field single 1o nght Wi
ty Mo Pena struck out on three pitches. binging up [hust
n Pedrota Lugo stoe second on a | and 2 pitch and
Pedroa eventually worked Accardo for a walk
Two on and ane out for the ton of the Sux” order, but
Davd Otz flew out to right-center and
Manny Ramures bned out to nght and

BLUE JAYS comeback — and the game — was
over

The Blue Jays overcame a one-run

REDSOX  geficn e the sixth 1n going anead by
5 one run

)75 n The trouble started when Kyle Snyd

NEXT GAME e who had entered the game in the

Trasay ffth for ineffective starter Julian Tava

vs Toront rez, sssued a tweout walk to Vernon

prr Wells
He got ahead of the next hitter, Reed
lohrson. at 0 and 2. but Johnson
worked the count 1o 2 and 2 and then smacked an oppo-
site-field double 1nto the nght field comer that delivered
Welis with the run that tied the gome a1 §
it didn’t stay deadlocked for loryg Alex Rios notched his
urd it of the myght and second double when he lofted a
1 over Manny Ramirez, who was playing his typically
shallow left field And just like that Toronto was on top,
55
Tavarez, meanwhile. did not figure in the decision, but
that's because he only lasted ane batter into the fourth
InnINg tn hus second straight clunker
The nght-hander finushed the first half by gerting blast
ed in Detroit to the tune of 10 hts and eight earmed runs in
only $%mnings He ok the loss, whach was his third i a
row. and saxd that some feammates thought he was tp-
ping dus pitches
I hus first stant of the second haif, Tavarez agamn was

P R VRPN

s 1 ie g ied up e ks @1

¢ RED 30X, BS

Red Sox catcher Jason Varitek tags out Toronto's
Aaron Hill who tried to come home on a double by
Gregg Zaun in the third inning last night.

Rhody’s fleetest
heading down
to Hershey, Pa.

Nathan Balcom, 11, of Smithfield is among
several young runners who will compete at the
Hershey's Track & Field Games next month.

BY CAROLYN THORNTON
JOHRNAL N S AT

As Nathan Balcom prepared 1o take the starting line at the
Rhede Esland Hershey's Track & Field State Championships
iast Saturday. he admits he was feeling some butterflies.

Competing in the bays 11 and )
IZyearold iG-meter dash at T 45 w) U0
Rhode Bland College. the 11 | To search profo.com's
vearold from Smithfield knew it | new Race Calendar, pius
was going 1o be tough to beat De-
ek Jackson. o Prowdence oy | P
who had beaten him inan ¢
meet

Once Balcom wook the staming
fine, though. he says, 7 looked
straight at the firush kne and ran

S

Full resalts and a

sland Hershey's
W Freid State
Cnampionships. go to
projo.com/running

my hardest
With that the soon-to-be srve grader from Gallagher
Middle School covered the Ko meters i a persal best 136

seconds. edgng Jackson by one-hundredths of a wcond 10
win the race
The gold-medal performuance not only earned Balcom the

=+ TRACK, B&




The Prov urnal

Johnson misses cut at Deere Classic; Green takes lead

Ascn azs o
Masters champion  Zach Johnsan
hoped to jump ito contention at the
John Deere Classic in Sivis, 1L, § yester

day lostead. he mused the cut
Johnson, a local star from searby Jo-
wa shot aneven-par 7| for a 36-hale o
tal of M1 behind leader Nathan Green
and one off the cul leaving the evernt
withaut #s main at

traction
GoLF Green grabbed
Rounpup | e tnd with a sec

ond mund 63 thal
hadd um coe stroke
0 frenl of Jason Dufner 66) and Carl
Pettersson (64) Furst-round leader Neat
Lancaster (58) was two strokes back

Green, an Australian seeking has first
tour victory. grabbed the lead on 17
when he knocked inoa 4-foof putt for
e his eighth of the day — 16 go 12
under

He spent three weeks relaximg at-

home m New South Wales after missing
the cut at the U8 Open The nme off
helped

| was just happy to be plaving goif
agwn " Green said *Befnre Fwent home.
the U8 Open was my fast event and |
wins frustrated and stressed out and not

really enrying plaving
That was the reason for
the break ”

With many of the top
golfers overseas pre-
pamng for next week's
British CGpen. the Deere

g Classic antract a field

JOMNSON  full of unknowns and

faded stan, One excep

fon was Jahnson, a two-lime winner this
year ancluding the vear s first magor

Abso missing the out were Lee Janzen
wvens fohn Dhaly @ owén and defending
ampion Jokn Senden of Australia (7
averp

lohnson ended the round with a flour
ish. sending a 153.yard approach within
a few feet of the cup te set up a birdie on
the par 4 i82h But overall th\. WAL Ml 3
good week

Although he grew up just over an
heur away 1 Cedar Ripeds. lowa, and
considers this his home event Johnson
had never hnished hgher than 20th
And the form that camed him o a
Shocking ViCtory &1 AUgUSIa was no-
where in sight

After shoting a 70 the first round,
Iohnson gol off 1o a goed stan yeterday
when he made a 7-footer for e on

the first hole. drawing a roar from the
gailery The momentum stalled with a
bogey on rwo, and things really crum
Bled on the back nine. when he bogeyed
15,12 and 14

His tee shot on 14 landed in a bunker
and things were aboul 1o get worse
Tohnson flipped his club in frostrabion
after he knocked the ball over the green
and into the woeods, and his thard shor
went only a fow feel

“Otwaously  disappointing,” Johnson
said “This o one of those jobs, if you
will hat you've got 10 gel over prefty
Quick I'm accustomed to that | never
fike missing cuts, especually by a shot
especially being close to home ™

Champions Tour

Craig Stadler's golf game isn't where
he'd like it to be For one day. though it
was good erough to put him atop a lead
erboard

Stadler shat a % under 9 vesterday to
tie Scott Hoch and qualifier Rod Spittle
for the first-round lead ot the masgural
Dick's Spagting Goods Open en Endacon
NY

After a one-year hiatus, .»mrew«m,‘g‘
golf retumed to EnJowe Golf _lub on a
perfect sumaer duy with tlemperatures

around 80 under partly cloudy skies. But
gusting 25-mph winds in the afternoon
heiped prevent low ‘s{ﬂﬂ"‘g»ﬂlhe nArrow
6.574 Frd course

Only 20 players broke par. but 17 of
them were within fwn shots of the lead
And Bruce Vaughan, Massy Kuramoto,
Ed Dougherty, Bruce Flesher, Tim
Sumpson. Tim Conley and Jack Ferenz
were tied for fourih just one shol back

LPGA Tour

Se R Pak was solid. but hardly spec.
tacular for a change at the Jamie Farr
Owens Coming (lassik  Sylvania,
Ohio

Stll her 3under B8 yesterday was
good enough to give her a five-stroke
lead after two rounds The four-tume
toumamnient winner is at bunder 131
She was satesfied with her second round
after going 8 under on the first day, say-
ng she was content o just imit her mis-
takes

“l don't have any complamis,” Pak
smd “I'm not trying to go really low

She birdied two holes an the front
nine and hit out of a leftade bunker on
the Hth hole to within 3 feet of the cupto
save par Pak rofhed in a 22-foot purt on
16 after postng her only bogey of the

round

Gregary Haveet and Jose Manuel La
ra shared a onestroke lead over Phil
Mickelsan yesterday. while Colin Mont
gomefie missed the cut at the Scothsh
Gpen i Luss, Scotland

Havret burtkied five holes on the back
mne fora 64 Lara had an eagle and two
birdies on his last six holes fora 65 They
finished a! t0-under 132

1.8, Publinx

Colt Knost reached the final of the
8lnd US Amateur Public Links Cham
pronship with a 3.and-2 victary over Ue
rey Nagy at Cantigny Golf yesterday in
Wheaton, 1}l

The 22-year-old Knost. who made the
cut at the PGA Tour's EDS Byron Netson
Championship 10 Apnl. will face Cody
Paladino i sxtay’'s 36-hole final The 18-
year-old from Kensington, Conn . beat
Derek Fathauer of Jensen Beach, ¥la |
up Hnost came back from a two-hole
deficit aganst Nagy, an 18-vear-old from
Charfotte, N C . with a stning of hirdies
on the back nne ino outlasted
Fathaues, who had played 81 holes in
two days

state title 1t has alsoearned him an
all-expenses-pail ing 1o Hershey
Pa where he will compete agnst
ather talented 11 and 12-year«lds
from throughout the United States
and Canada at the 3ixh annual
Hershey's Track & Field Games
North American Finals from Aug
5

“Fve heard all the coel stuff
about 1" saxd Balcom, who also
wan the 206-meter dash (2934
sectnds) and placed sixth e the
long jump (6-feet, 3-inches) at the
state meet “U'm just blown out of
my mund.”

Balcom isnT the only one who
will be tepresenting Rhesde biand
4 few weeks,

Kivan Payizas, of West Warwick,
and two Providence Cobras relay

against those of the tep performers
from Conpectout. M sachusens,
Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire
and Canada’s Atlantc provinees to
determine whe would move on to
the North American Finals

While Balenm saill be compet
mg m the bows 1112 W00-merer
dash=Paygar has qualified m for
the hoys 810 Sbmeter dash after
POSTIG 3 Winming state meet tune
of 7 K6 sevonds

The Providence ¢ obras' four
some of Anana Abbent, Dana
Brayboy, Lakisha Dacnuz and
Ebonee Marrow has quabfied to
compete in the girls 1314 4x100.
yard relay after handily winning
the event at the state meet in 54.09

Meanwhile, Darrell  Brtton,
Danzell Floyd, Danel Payne and
Michael Washington, alse from
the Cobras, will run that evert in
the bays 13-4 division. having
qualified with their fime of 52 28,

Hershey's Rhode sl state

have also eamid

competeat theevent um\hum
siders stsetf 1o be “the longest-run:
ning youth fitmess program of its
kind” in Noth America, as well as
the largest wathmaore than 400.000
youngsters participating in she
vanous quabifying events each
year

Finals for these Rhode Istanders
began last month at local meets
hosted by vanous parks and recre.
ation departments throughaut the
state. From there, they advanoed
o the state meet. where compets.
Gion an thive age-group categones
(8101112 and 13-14) was held ina
aumber of basic ranning, jumpng
and throwing events in three age-
p categores

athletes’ winning perform
ances there were then matched up

o Man LaFazm points
out that while some of the berths
that Rhode Island has received 1n
years past were handed down
from other states to ensure that
each state has at least five muw
pants, all of this year's representa-
tives from the Ocean State earned
ther invitanons eutnght
were matched up aganst those
from arcundthe regaon, this vear's
competitors first hadto be upto the
chadlenge at the state meet, which
at nearty 300 entrants featured one
of the fargess fields in recent mem-
ory. LaFazia said.

“There were acouple of big win
ners in the distance events and the
relays {at the state meet). hut over
all the times were relatively close.
sard LaFazia, whe credits being
able to hold the state ¢

RANCE
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team, the members of the girds re-
lay have qualified multiple times in
their young track careers

Abbott, Brayboy and Dacnw al-
so earned smvitations as 10 and 12-
year-olds Marrow was past of the
1112 s 4x100 relay with Erica
Johnson, Daketa Dadey-Hams
and Tvesha Forbes that placed
sixth last year with a time of 56 7
seconds

“Fora ot of the kids, this o thewr
first nime Aying, and that's an expe
fience in tself, outside of the tmck
meet.” said Cobras coach Thom
Spann “That's the fun part about
it Hershey's focus isonmaking ta
fun expenence for the uds with
something for everyone ”

AL HERSAET'S TRACK & 7LD
STAR CHAMPIONSHPS

Nathan Baicom, 1L of Greenville, center, won the boys.
200-meter dash at the state meel. To his left is runner-up
Caleb Galdstone of East Greeawich; to his right is Marcus Swift

of Providence.

shups at RIC's new track facility in
recent years for helping 1o elevate
e meet “In most of the events,
the top three kids were neck and
neck coming down the streich. So
the competitiveness has definitely
been raised two or three potches,
Sith o o cmnes vt

. \a‘mc!\ i5 a first since
I've been here

LaFazia, who will be accompa-
nying the Rhode Island contin
geni. says the athletes are going to
be in for a treat

Inaddiion to competing intheir
respective everts at Henry Her-
shey Field, which s located on the
campus of the Miton Herhey
School. they will be extremety bu-
sy dunng thew four-day stay The
parncipants will witness the wtro-
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duchien of the Hershey's Track &
Fleld Games Hall of Fame and be
treated 1o exhibition races featur-
ing some of the legends of the
sport, perhaps even having a
chance to meet some of them The
young athietes also will visin Her-
sucy carh wusenent park and
recerve a tour of Hershey's choco
late plant

“They do a heck of a job,” said
LaFazia, who1s also Johnston's as-
sistant parks and recreation direc-
tor “From the moment you get
there. if you're not eating or sleep.
NG, you rv involved in something
And Hershey picks up the whole
tab "

While this will be the fisst ime
competing at the nanenai meet for
Baleom. Paygas and the boys' refay
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focus, you lase your tournament
edge. You're not able to rely on
your swing as often_[It's not as re-
peatable as you'd ike it tobe. " Va
Tors said “It takes a lot of muscle
memory for it to get better ['ve
been working on it hard "

He knows the changes are still
a work m progress He does not
feel he 15 all the way 10 a new
swing. but he tned to simplify
things as much as possibie in the
Amateur

“Instead of thinking about so
many things, | just thought of ene
swing thought Whether it was
chipping or the dniver, it was the
same swing thought,” Valoss said
Specificallv. he u.,n gu(rmg his
club csught behind

“Once § was ank vo keep the
club in front of me, | was fine.” he
said “Iwant to try tomake it to the
next level [ wanted 1o try to get
my swing that much more consis-
1ent, maybe tum my s into 68s,
my 68s into £5s. That was the uiti-
mate goal. but to get to that goal it
takes time. You're not going to be
there in one day ™

While he has a big-time power
game, his driving was sull a bt
shaky 1 the title match

*lhad a case of the pulls.
way he put 1t
chard. who was in the fi-
nals for the third time (he wen in
2002 and iost 10 Mike Soucy in
2001 hit the ball better than Va-
los off the tee and had mare
chances Blanchard mussed only
fwo greens in a weird moming 18
n that mund, Blanchard had 16
fours and twothrees. He led, L-up,
through seven But while he was
making one par after another, Va-
lois began making birdies and
taking adfvantage of the few ms-
takes Blanchard made Birds on
12 and 14 helped Valois get 3-up.
but Blanchard was hack within
one hole af the lunch break

The pvotal hale was at the
20th, where Blanchard stuck his
approach on the par wathin 2
feed for a conceded birdie Valois
had a L-footer 1o keep hus lead
That putt on two was probad
the biggtest putt of the touma
men” Valos said. ~Charle

s the

wasn't able 1o make oo many
putts today £ you make a bird like
he did that wins a hole, sometimes
you <an get momentum and build
confidence That's something you
don't want your opponent to get

Vadais rolled v his putt 10
match Blanchard's bird and keep
the lead The advantage went to 2-
up on the next hole when Valais'
chip hit the stick and gave him a
conceded par while Blanchard
had tee trouble and bogeyed

Blanchard had several good
birdies chances 10 close his deficit.
but couldn’t make a putt Il was
tike that all day for um.

1 hit & lot of good putts, they
just didn’t go in. [t happens,” the
Wannamoisett member said “in
this type of competition you've got
to muke birdies 10 win | think |
missed two greens this mormung,
but nothing was falling. You can’t
do anything about it

Valois, meanwhile, showed a
complete game as he got in trow
ble several tmes but railied with
great won play and putting The
crusher might have been at the
28th hole where Valos drove into
the trees. He punched out then hit
bis piteh shot within 3 feet and
parred. Blanchard hit two excel
lent shots but missed his 10-footer
for birdie. Valots built his lead to
four holes with wans ar the 28th
and 26th holes

The clincher was typical of the
entire march with Valoss again
having o punch out a second shot
from the trees onthe par.5. But he
hit his iwon within 3 feet and hird-
ied towin the hole and the match

“Ihada great shon game today
I putted exceptionally well and 1
chipped very well,” said Valos
who putts cross-handed from the
nght side

Overall, Valots 1s the i2th per-
son i the Woumament's 102-year
history to suecessfully defend his
title. In all, Valows has won five RI-
GA crowns in the last six years
He won the Junior Amateur three
times in a row, beginning in 20012
displacing Faxom as the last 1o do
that

In addition. he also won 1he
New England Championship last
year. the first Rhode [slander o do
since Faxon He will deferd that
title next week in Vermont

pharysntprojo.com/ 4Q1-2T7-1340
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