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GOLF | STATE AMATEUR

Veteran Pirie’s 69
gives him early lead

By KEVIN McNAMARA
SOURNAL EPORTS WRITER

PORTSMOUTH — The marquee
pairing of the qualifying rounds of the
109th Rhode 1slind State Amateur is
laced with intrigue and stocked with
golfing talent.

Defending champion Brad Valois
has been the state's top player for the
last decade and is looking {o join se
lect company if he can win a fifth
Stale Am this wdek. Patrick Welch,
the l4-year-old Boy Wonder from
Providence, continues” to  Improve
with his cross-handed grip and slick
short game. And, thirdly, there s Dr.
George Pire.

The pride of Val-
ley Country Club
won the first of his
three State Amateurs
in 1889 when Valois
was a mere {oddler
j and Weich just a

dream. But the 64-

vear-old was the sto-
ry on day one of the ournament at
Montaup Country Club as he shot a
2-under 89 to top the field by one
siroke.

*1 had fun out there today,” Pirie
said with a smile as he sipped a drink
in the ¢lubhouse. “Playing with Hrad
and Patrick was a ot of fun, rwo guys
with a lot of talent. { kind of lost it a
hittle on Sunday {at Valley, where he
shot a 76) so 1 was a little uneasy com-
ing in here, but things went well to-
day "

Pine made five birdies, three on
long putls at the 1ith, 14th and 15th
haoles. That gave him a three-under
score on‘the back nine and a one-
stroke lead when he finished his
round at around 1:30. There were a
few challengers 1o his lead late in the
day, mest netably from Moentaup
member Gerald Santos, who settled
for an even-par 71, bui only four other
players came in under par with an-
other 18 holes of qualifyving set for
Tuesday. Ben Tuthill {the 2000 cham-
plon), McKinley Slade, Rob Gross-
guth and Kevin Nery put up one-un-
der 70s. Valois, Santos and Rick Au-
dette came in at even-par 71.

Pine's last win in the Amateur
came in 2004 at Alpine. Asked if he
feels he can win again a decade later,
he said, "Of course. Otherwise |

Pirle

R

wouldn't be here.”

Walois is two shots back and will
surely be a focal point of the event all
week. A lefty who grew up playing
Valley and admiring Dr. Pirie, Yalois
won the Amateur in 2006, 2007, 20!
and a year ago at Quidnessett in con-
vincing fashion Only two men have
five titles to their credit — Bobby Ad-
len and Ronnie Quinn. The record-
helder is Daniel Fairchild, a Rumford
businessman who won six times from
1807-21

A 27-year-old who works as a fi-
nancial analyst, Valois polishes his
game these days at Metacomet Coun-
try iClub. He says he’s struggled a bit
early this year and did miss the cut
{75-74-80) a1 the MNortheast Amateur
last month, but he still feels good en-
fering the week. A long hitter with
greal touch, Valols knows that this
week's chalienges at the short, 8375
yard course will be around the
greens.

“The course is short, but that
makes the winds out here very
tricky,” he said. “You have to keep ev-
erything in play, but 1 still hit driver
most of the time. The key will be
around the greens, and with the wind
1 don't think you'll see too many low
scores.”

Welch, who will be a freshman at
LaSalle in September, bogeyed two of
the first three holes but rebounded
nicely and shot 72, As usual, he
showed his game is beyond his years,
not only hy settling down and shoot-
ing-one-under over the final 15 holes,
but also by being dissatisfied after-
wards,

"I played decent, but | left a few out
there,” he said. “I've been incensis-
tent coming in here, but [ like this
course a lol. It's very fair, and being
ieng here is not really the challenge.
The greens are a little slow, but we'll
get used to them.”

Welch shot 74-69 at Cohasset last
month to qualify for the U.3. Juniers,
which will be played in two weeks at
The Weoodlands, just outside of Hous-
ton, Tex. He advanced to the final i6
of the State Amateur last summer and
would like to take things a few steps
further this week.

kmcramardprovidencejournal com
On Twitter: $KevinMcNamarall
(401) 2777340
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SOCCER | WORLD CUP

X

Brazil knows things could be warse

ASSOCIATED PRESS =

BELO HORIZO! Brazil — Brazil
did it once without and just about
everyone in the country is wulmg and
hopinamdo it again without Neymar.

The Brazilians advanced to the semifi-
nals of the World Cup last week, but they
fost their best player in doing so. Neynfar,
the national team’s star aftfaction with
the same yellow No. 10 shirt that Pele
‘made worid famous, broke a vertebra af-
ter being kneed in the back and will miss
the rest of the tournament.

That means Brazil will have to do with-
out Neymar's quick moves and sharp
shooting when the team plays Germany
in the semifinals on Tuesday at Mineirao
Stadium. And for the final, if they make it
that far.

“It will be difficult, but we can win it
without Neymar,” said Matheus Chris-
toff, a 22-year-old chemical engineering
student from Belo Horizonte. "In 1662,
we won wuhoul Pele, so we can win with-
out N

Pele hecmneaglohm star when he wus

in the opening round and was forced to
sit and watch as his teammates won
n.
But win they did, with Garrincha step-
ping up to carry the load.
This time around, there is no cbvious

&
ment for Neymar, who
cuts his hair in a faux-
hawk and has become
the face oftthe World
1 Cup, at least on bill-
boards and in TV com-
mercials all over Brazil.
Or, instead of one per-
son stepping up o pro-
vide the goals, maybe there is more than
one.

“They have r 22 players,” said
Patricia Mendes, a r-old consul-
tant in Belo Herizontd. *If lhey wear the

yellow jersey, they can score.™

Neymar did most of the damage him-
self in the first round, scoring four goals
in the opening three matches to put Bra-
zil atthe top of Group A. The two strikers
ide him, Fred and Hulk,

nnly” inthe
to give Brazil its ﬁm World Cup title
Four years later in Chile, he was injured

pla
have combined 1o score only one goal,
while defender David Luiz has provided

the offense by scoring two in the last two
matches.

A slumbering attack, now without its
most impertant component, is going to
make it hard against the who
seem 1o have put their defense back to-
gether after a substahdard performance
in the second round. And the lass of Bra-
il captain Thiago Silva, who is suspend-
ed for the match after foolishly picking
up a yellow card in the quarterfinal win
over Colombia, is gojng to make things
even tougher. :

“I really don't think we can win with-
out Neymar and Thiago Silva,” said 23-
year-old Rafael Seixas, who works at his
family's convenience store in Belo Hori-
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PRO BASKETBALL

Heat reach agreements
with McRoberts, Granger

JOURNAL WIRE REPOKES

While waiting for LeBron James, the Mi-
ami Heat are apparently giving him some
more options to think about,

The Heat announced Monday that they
intend to sign forwards Danny Granger
and Josh McRobents when the NBA's mor-
atonum on deals being formally struck
ends later this week.

Granger has agreed to sign a two-year
deal, with an option for the second of those
seasons. McRoberts agreed to a four-year
contract, the last year also being an option,
ina deal that could be worth about §23 mil-
lion.

Heat President Pat Riley is planning 10
meet with James later this week, in an ef-
fort 1o convince him to stay in Miami.
James, Dwyane Wade and Chnis Bosh are
all free agents, and none have said where
they will be playing next season and be-
yond.

Buteven after going to the NBA Finalsin
four straight seasons, winning two champi-

their hand on who will get those jobs.

Yahoo Sports reported that Gi
would receive a deal worth about $2 miltioh
annually. McRoberts' dgent, Mike Conley
5r., said his client would get the full mid-
fevel exception, starting at about $5.3 mil-
lion next season.

In other NBA news:

W If Le Bron James does not return tothe
Heat, chances are good that Chris Bosh will
also be gone. Reports out of Houston indi-
cate that Bosh has been offered a max con-
tract (4 years, $96 million) by the Rockets.

B Nets' forward Paul Pierce reportedly
wanls a two-year, $18-million contract to,
retum 10 New Jersey. There are reports
that Pierce might be interested in heading
1o the Clippers, where he would be united
with Doc Rivers, his former coach with the
Celtics.

B Chahning Frye, who did not play this
past season due to a heart issue, repartedly
has agreedto a 4-year, $32- -million contract
wu.h the Oda.ndn Magic.

onships, this was geing to be an
of change for the Heat. Miami entered free
agency with only Nomis Cole under a guar-
anteed contract for this coming season.
The Heat have a partially d deal

izzlies have finalized

& contract extension ww(h forward Zach
and signed fi d draft pick

Jordan Adams to a multivear contraet.

with Justin Hamilton and the rights to
guard Shabazz Napier, who was acquired
on draft night.

Sao there are cbviously plenty of slots to
fill, and on Mdnday, the Heat began tipping

Celtics struggle

JOURNAL STAFF

The Indiana Pacers overcame a slow
start andoverwheimed the Boston Celtics
in a 96-77 victery Monday afternoon in
the Orlando Summer League.

The Celtics led by as many as 18 points
in the first quarter, and held a double-dig-
itlead for much of the second quarter. But
Indiana outscored Boston by 43-7 over an

1l-minute stretch late in the {irst half and’

early in the second half, turning what had
beu\al:i—pomtdz{mtmmam -point lead,

Rook:e point guard Mam Smart, the

his 2014-15 pla,yer opo
tion

dolph’s Ravmon.d Brothers, bad sa:d
on June 27 lhm Randolph was exercising
his $16.5 million option and had agreed on
atwo-year extension worth 820 million.

against Pacers

No. 8 pick in the June draft, struggled
shooting for the second consecutive
game, going just 3-for-15 from the field.
Kelly Olynyk led the Celtics with 15
points, but he shot just 5-0f-13. Overall,
the Celtics shat 34 percent and were ou-
trebounded, 43-34.

Willie Reed, an NBA Development
League veteran who has never played in
an NBA game, led the Pacers with 18
points, and also blocked four shots.

The Celtics’ next summer league game
is Wednesday night at 7, against Detroit.
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= or if the trip was even NBA-relajed —
but that didn't douse the free-agency
firestorm. As James' decision nears,
there's a renewed hope uwpnxstgn!mn
will come home.

But in the backdrop looms the James-
Gilbert relationship.

James is giving serious thought to re-
turning to Cleveland, to going home and
making amends with the city for the om
misstep in an otherwise i
NBA career. Tuesday isthe four-year an-
niversary of announcing he was “laking
my xxlcn\s 1o South Beach” and the city
is once again on hold. James is set to
meet with Heat president Pat Riley, who
was able 1o lure the fourtime league
MVP 10 Miami in 2010 but could be run-
ning out of time to convince him to stay.

‘Two people familiar witl the situation
said James will meet with Riley “in the
next two or three days.” The people
spoke to The Associated Press on candi-
tion of anonymity beanse nmlher the
team nor James heir plans.
publicly.

James holds all the cards. It's his
choice.

It was the same four years ago, when
James ended his seven-year run in
Cleveland by linking with All-Stars
Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh. The “Big
37 went on to win two titles and went to

_four straight NBA finals, getting crushed

by San Antonio this year.

The trio could be splitting up. Wade
and Bosh have been waiting to see what
James will do, and it’s possible he's go-
ingto go it alone.

OnJuly 8, 2010, “The Decision™ played
out in a national TV spectacle and was a
mlc the collective psyche of Cleve-

In those early hours afterward, some
Cleveland fans bumed his No. 23 jersey
in streets near where his larger-than-life
figure towered on a building billboard. It
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was an ugly scene.

Gilbert added fuel to the inferno.

Cleveland’s dynamic owner, never
afraid to offer his opinion, wrote a letter
to Cleveland fans, condcmnirg ames
for a “shameful display of selfishness
and betrayal by cne of our very own."
Gilbert called James “our former hero™

and the “seif-declared former King.”
IN THE NEWS
SAILING 5 detailed bid files 10 the 10C by next Jan-  al judge rejected a motion by Sterling’s
uary. The host city will be selected in  lawyers to move the case 1o federal
Alvimedica team named Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on July 31, coun. Sterli was the first person
Team Alvimedica skipper Charlie En- 2015, called to testify Monday but he wasn'tin

right, of Bristol, on Monday named five
of the six sailors who will accompany
him and co-founder Mark Towill in the
upcoming Volve Ocean Race. The race
creww:uincludeﬂdm 28, of New-
port; Alberte Bolzan, of ltaly; Ryan
Houstom, of New Zealand; Wil Oxley, df
Australia; and Dave Swete, of New Zea-
land. Amory Ross, 30, of Newport, will
be the on-board reporter, Team Alvi-
medica is completing its work at the
Newport Shipyard this week and sets
out at 2 p.m. Wednesday for a transat-
lantic training Tun 10 the United King-
dom with the newly named crew. The
team leave Newport alongside Volvo
Ocean Race opponent Team Abu Dhabi
for a promotional start out of N

BASKETHALL

Halrstod facing charges
‘Charlotte Homnets rookie guard P
Hairston is scheduled to appear in Dur-
Jlu.mCounanuunnexlmz\lhunva

demeanor charges of assault. and

Iery louowmganmmtxmma p

basketball gdme on Sunday.
21, was issued a summons but will not
be arrested. Hairston issued a statement
through the team apologizing to the or-
ganization and its fans for “creating a
distraction.” Kestrell Barkley, a 6-foot-5,
190-pound 17-year-old senior at North
Durham High School, said in court doc-

sdt&ylhau}upmﬂjc'ainvhadm‘:iew
from Fort Adams State Park.

OLYMPICS

Field is narrowed

The International Olympic Commit-
fee has retained three bidk cities in the
race for the 2022 Winter Olympics —

uments H him twice in
the head” dtmng & heated basketball
gafat the Durham YMCA.

lAmnumhuzemﬁedM

as a trial over the Los €
e ey Dr. e

hired by Sterling’s wife, Sheily, to evalu-
ate him. The NBA has moved to oust

court and was ordered to show up Tues-
day afternoon when the trial resumes,

HOCKEY

‘Surgery to slow Fisher

Nashville Predators forward Mike
Fisher has a ruptured Achilles tendon
that likely will cause him to miss at least
the start of the upcoming season. The
Predators said that Fisher underwent
surgery ‘nmxsthy after mplunng the

CYCLING
Kittel takes third stage

Germany's Marcel Kittel showed he
mybethespnmmbeatnm'rwr

Beijing, Oslo and Almaty, Kazakh
The three were the only

Sterling as 'ncm
remarks he magde. Shelly Sterfing has
made a $2 billion deal to sell the Clip-

pers to former Microsoft CEO Steve

Jersey with a 2-second’lead over the
most likely contenders to win the three-
week race in Paris on July 27.

Journal Wire Reports.

and W haly's’
& retained the overall leader’s yellow |
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TENNIS | HALL OF FAME CHAMPIONSHIPS

Isner, Mahut feeling right at home

Past champions prevail
in their firstround
matches in their
favorite city by the sea -

By CAROLYN THORNTON
JOURNAL SPHRTS WRITER

NEWPORT — John Isner
and Nicolas Mahut have both
enjoyed success at the Tennis
Hallof Fame Championships.
Between the two of them,
they have claimed each of the
last three singles titles. Isner
won titles in 2011 and 2012,
while Mahut captured last
year's Van Aled Cup as a
wildcard entry and also won
the doubles title with fellow
countryman Edouard Roger-
Vasselin.

Isner and Mahut both say
that they .always receive a
warm welcome when they
come 10 Newpor

“It's awesome,” said Isner
“I've always had a great re-
ception here, and | appreciate
that so much "

Mahut looks forward to
having dinner at the Cooke
House Restaurant every tme
he is i town and says News
port almost feels like home,
nafing that “Peopie were nic-
er to me [here] than they
were in France ®

Before they began enjoy-
ing all of their success at the
Newport tournament, lsner
and Mahut became forev
connected after playing each
other in the longest match tn
1ennis history, when they bat-
tled for 11 hours and 5 mn-
utes in the first round of the
2010 Wimbledon.

Back i the comforts of
their adopted ~home” this
week, neither Isner nor Mu-
hut needed anywhere near
that much hme to secure
opening-round victenes, as
both won in strught sets at
the 38th Hall of Fame Tennis
Championships on Tuesday
afternoon

Mahut, the No. 4 seed, 100k
an hour and a half to post a
746, 64 victory over Facundo
Arguello of Argentina.

A short ume later, Isner
wrapped up his match in 1:19,
beating fellow Amencan
Wayne Odesnik in straight
sets, 6-3, 7-6.

THE PROVIDENCE JOURNALS

Fenway period, 50 my initial
thought was that | just want-
#d to go (o the game. Then
get off the court, and | hear
the good news that 1 get 10
throw out the first pitch. So
it’s definitely an honor. | love
baseball for a pastime, and
I'm going to gr\joy (h.nl mo
ment. Hopemlly

strike.”

Also Tuesday, No. 3 seed
and two-time runner-up Lley-
ton Hewitt came from behind
to post a three-set victory
over American Ryan Hari-
son, 1-8, 7-5, 6-4.

At the start  tried 1o come
out and play really clean ten-
nis, and it’s totally different

John lsnerfires a return to Wayne Odé\!nik durning their
trst-round match on Tuesday at the Newport Casino

“P've had a lot of success
here, especially the last three
years,” said the top-seeded
Isner, who admitted he felt a
few butterflies at the start of
fus first maich on Centre
Count “ldon't know of a tour-
nament where I've won 14 of
(the last) 15 matches. | mean,
that's pretty impressive. So
I'm glad that I'm here, and
hopefully 1 can keep going
Tve had good memones here
in the past.”

A native of North Carolina,
who now makes his home in
Tampa, the 29-year-old Isner
is coming off his best show-
ing at Wimbledon, where he
lost a four-setter in the third
round to Feliclano Lopez, de-
spue registening 32 aces.

Extending his overall re-
cord at the Newport tourney
to 143 with Tuesday's win,
the 6-foot-10 Isner's powerful
Serve was once again on dis-
play, as he recorded 19 aces
and double-faulted only twice
against the 28-vear-old Odes-
nik. making 78 percent of his
serves in the deaiding set.

“The first match here is al-
ways tricky,” said lIsner.
ranked No. 1 1n the US. and
12th in the world “The sur-
tace is just different. On top of
that, 1 was playing a left-han-
der, and that's not easy either.
So I'm happy 1 got the win. It
got a little dicey there at the
endwhere could have closed
it out a little eartier ™

Ranked 59th in the world,
Mahut also was making a
quick turmaround from Wim-
bledon, where he lost in the
first round of the singles tour-
nament, but advanced 1o the
doubles semifinals with Mi-
chael Llodra

Making 54 percent of his
serves, he had 11 aces and six
double-faults against the 21-
year-old Arguello, improving
his overall record at Newport

courts and to play-
ing in London,” the 33-year-
old Australian said. “That was
the hardest thing, but sort of
in the end | just tried to win
ugly more than anything.
With this wind out here on
these courts, they're not
bouncing as high as they
were in England, and it's a lot
tougher out there So |
wouldn't say it was the best
locking maich, but 1 just
found a way to win*
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Steady Valois ties for medalist honors

By KEVIN McNAM

dall of Cumberland.

The 32 survivons who advanced to
maich play include an astounding seven
former champions who have accounted
for 10 of the last 14 utles. That formidable
group includes many strong contenders,
lncludmg\almu Leopold. Dr George Py~
rie, Charlie Blanchard. Ben Tuthill, Tom

Quigley..

McCormick and Paul

NAMARA
JOURNAL NKTS WHITER

An uteresting mux of old and young,
decorated and unknowns gualified for
match play at the 109th Rhode Island
State Amateur golf championship.

The winds that confounded playess on
day one of qualifying at Montaup Coun-
try Club were pussing on ‘l‘uadny and
the players took wm at the pins in an im-
pressive birdie barrage. That led to eight
players finistung their second round un-
der par and three locked in a tie for med-
alist honors at l-under par — defending
champion Brad Valows, ex-champ Bobby
Leopold and college star Jamison Ran-

Although records are shaky, it ap-
pears that the 69-year old Quigley (72-
76) may be the oldest player to ever qual-
ify for match piay inthe championship. A
three-time winner, Quigley is playing in
his 47th State Amateur, a mark eclipsed
only by Hall of Famer Norm Lutz (52).

Valois remained steady, bogeying on-
Iy two holes on his way to a -under 70,
and looking more than ready to defend
his title. Randall certainly has the pedi-
gree 10 win his first State Amateur. At
Cumberland High he won both the
Rhode Island and New England Junior
Amateur titles in 2010 and made a big run
in the 2012 State Amateur before losing
in the finals to Blanchard. He's been the
team MVP in his first two years al Oid
Dominion and has the explosiveness to
dominate match play as he’s shown with
10 birdies in the two qualifying rounds.

Randall had four birdies and no bo-
geys on his card on Tuesday for a 67.
Misquamicut's Brendan Lemp matched
Randall for the lowest round in the field
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hn[-day leader Pirie posted a 73 and
was among three players one shot back
at even par. The others were steady vet-
eran Rob Grossguth {70-72) and South
Kingstown's McKinley Siade.

‘There is plenty of young talent in the
field, hudhxwd by Randall. Slade just
finished his

freshman year at Bryant;

Jake Bauer (plus-2) is a three-time All-
State selection fram Portsmouth High
who s headed to Johnson & Wales inMi
ami; Andrew Fiorenzano (plus-2) is a
promising talent on the University of
Rhode Island squad; and 14-year-oid Pat-
rick Welch {plus-3) will be dangerous in
maitch play.

Match play begins at 7:30 am. with
the round of 16 set to tee off at noon.

The fina} match is set for Friday mom-

IN THE NEWS

BASEBALL

o g, s

7 have placed pitcher Josh Back-
ot on the 15-day disabled List
with a left hip impingement The
right-hander pitched five score.
Jess innings in a win at Colorado
on Sunday, but was removed af-
er just 82 pitches. Beckett be-
gan the season on the DL with a
7ight thumb contusion. but has
made each of his 17 stants since
ihengomgl»smm-l%iu

que.
BASKETBALL
Another loss

Angei scored 12
of her 22 points in the third quar
ter, added 17

19 pownts. Connecticut (8-11) has
lost five of six.
i

COLLEGE
Two Friars honored

Provdence Colidge basket-
ball star Brycs Cotton and Al-
Amenican runner Emily Slason
have been named winners of the
Big East’s 2014 Scholar-Athlete
Spont Excelience Awards in
their respective sports. The Big
East Feculty Athietics Represen-
tative Council gives.the awards
10 cne student-athlete in each
sport based on their athletic ac-
colades or performances, aca-
demic credentials and volunteer

senice to the
drmmhktnwm 3

od their junior year and own a

cligibic.
(mmmtmrywwhlhe
San Antonio Spurs and will be-
§in play in the Las Vegas Sum-
mer League on Friday.

four-year s.cbolln)ups im(ad
of the renewable

grants the NCAA wrremly al-
lows. The bill of rights would al-
so require schools to cover ath-
letes” medical expenses for any
sport-related injuries — for the

signed a letter of intent for &
long-term Iem with Boston

Tuesday night in Atlanta Sun A Boston Gty council com- s scheduled to begin next spring
Chimey miftee whether fo in the fall o
WNBA’s. No. ] overall draft pass a ball of rights for college 2016, The Rustuccia i
finishedwith 19 points and 2~ Mtlete Among the e ::mtzﬂmgn
bounds and Alez Bestley added 2 the proposal is one that re- served as the Bruins practice
quires schools inthe city to offer  home since

SAILING

Out of the running
i has been eliminated
from contention to host the next
America's Cup, leaving San Die-
maemua.noﬁgumme
nxhnnhoﬂthcﬁml

sayslrtmmunlzkemmgm
too variable. Coutts hopes to
padﬂwmwebeiwvoawer

VOLLEYBALL
Not to be outdene ...

Approving.

leyball — which was invented in
1695 at a YMCA in Holyoke — as
the state's official “recreational
and team sport.” Basketball al-
fready has the distinction of be-
lzgu»nltuomuuspmh:w
ing been invented by James.
“mmmy
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W‘hile fa ] rit:es
Some q

By KEVIN MOUNAMARA
FOURNAL SPOGHTS WITTER

PORTSMOUTH — it's no
surprise that Brad Valois and
Bobby Leopeid advanced to
the quarterfinal round of the
108th Rhode [sland State Am-
ateur on Wednesdaypat Mon-
taup Country Club. The same,
however, can't be said for
some of the other survivors.

Valois and Leopold have
beentwo of the dominant am-
ateur golfers in the state for
the last decade. Both own
state amateur titles and judg-
ing by their play thus far this
week are ed to secure
more hardware. But {n order
0 do so, they'll have to get by
afew pthers who'dlovetowin
a championship.

Vaiois won his two match-
es with just two bogeys on the
day Leopold was even belter
He didn't make a single bo-
gey. pounng in six birdies ina
fough Arst-match win over
Eric Marchetti, and then add-
ed four more in an afterneon
win over Patrick Welch

The "problem” s they do
not sit on opposite ends of the
fournament bracket. Valots,
the defending champion, fac-
es Chiis Delucia in a quarter-
final match on Thursday
moming. Leopold mutches
up with Dave MNunall, the
tourney’s Giani Killer after he
upset Charlie Blanchard in 21
holes and then beat Ben Tuth-
L, dand 3 Ifthe favorites sur-
vive, they'll play a marquee
semifinal match against each
ather in the afternoon.

The other side of the brack-
el appears wide open after
Rick Audette of Metacomel
took care of one of the .
smedalists, Jamison Randail, 2
and 1 Audette wall face ex-
URI player Andrew Fiorenza-
no, and steady veterun Rob
Grossguth 5 matched up
against recent Porismouth
High grad Jake Bauer in an-
other quarterfinal match.

Valois is a fierce competi-
tor who thrives in match play
and is clearly unflappable.
Just minutes before his mormn-
ing match with Gerald San-
ios, the lefty hadn't been spot-
ted near the first tee. He was
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THURSDAY'S MATCHES

on the putting green and
thought his staming tme was
153 minutes later But after he
scouped up his balls and
packed away his putter, Va-
tois reported 1o the {ee just in
ttme and prompily birdied the
firnt hole.

He recorded his only bogey
of the match at the fifth and
Santos sqguared the maich
with birds at the {tith and 11th
holes. Bui Valows kept his
cool, regaining the leadwitha
par at No. 12, He went on to
win, 3 and 2.

in an afternoon match
against Misquamicut's Bren-
dan Lemp, Valols birdied the
sixth and seventh holes 10
grab a 2-up lead and pever
iooked back. His only bogey

ity players lurk

9

came at the 15th hole but by
then he was well on his way 1o
a4 and 2 viciory

F'm getting there,” said
Valois. *1 hit my lrons well 1o-
day and that's helped a ol
I'm hitting my dnver every-
where. If you can hit the dnv-
er well and hit good pitches,
you're in good shape.”

Valois will face Delucia, a
talented former University of
Connecticut player Deluca
tirdied the fimst five holes 10
win a morning match over Er-
1c Ahlborg, then irdied four
of the first five again in the af-
ternoan to jump all over Dr
Gearge Pine Pine cut a four-
hole deficit 1o two, but Delu-
cia wen, 3 and 2

Leapold will face Nunall,
ane of four surviving Metaco-
met members who survived
the day's best match He and
Blanchard staged a doozy, ex-
changing the lead four umes
with no more than a ene-hole
lead all moming Blanchard
birdied the par-5 16th hole wo
graba one-hole lead, but Nut-
tail stuffed his approach al
the 300-vard 18th hole and
made the clutch birdie putt 1o
furce  oxtra holes  After
matching pars and then bo-
geya al the firsl two extfa
heles, Nuntall won the match
wilth a par at the 220-yard
third hole

The Metacomet connec-
tion is a strong one at the tour-
nament. Audette 15 a club
champion and, more impor-
tantly, a new father after his
wife, Meagan, gave binth 1o
Richard 1 seven weeks ago
The new dad birdied the first
three holes to jump ahead of
Randall, but the maitch was
even ab {he wurn Audete bird-
ted No 10 1o regain the lead,
but Randall grabbed his first
lead of the maich after win-
ning the Hth and 12th holes
Audette dudnt buckle He
waon the 14th with a par and
when Randall's drives at the
15th and 17th went astray, Au-
dette punched his ucket into
the quarterfinals.
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Rob Grossguth nils cut ol a s
island State Amatewr golt tou

THE PROVIGERCE JOURNAL/BOB SREIDENBACH

wd trap on the |0th hiole duning tus semufinal malch against Andrew Fiorenzano al the Rhode
ament Thursday @ Portsmouth

Ex-champ earns shot at title

" Bobhby Leopold, who won the
tournwment in 20049, will face
Andrew Fiorenzano over 36
holes in Fraday's final round

By KEVIN Mo NAMARA 4
BOURNAL SIUGRTS WRITER

PORTSMOUTH — When Bobby Leo-
pald wan the Rhode Istand State Ama-
reur golf title tn his first try in 26048, he
fad every reason to betieve he could pile
up his share of hardware in the event

That has not happened, in large part
to some stiff competition in the semfi-
nal round of the state's most prestigious
golf event Another senous roadblock
parked hunsell in Leopold's path in
Thursday’'s semifinals, but this time the
Wannamosell member dug out of a
three-hole deficit and rallied late fora 3
and | win over defending champion
frad Valois

Leopold, who was born in the United
States, grew up in England and now
lives in Coventry, will face Cranston's
Andrew Fiarenzanoin the finals. He just
completed a college career at the Uni
versity of Rhode Istand but s enjoying
the highlight of his goif career this week
on Montaup Country Club. The 22-year-
old found a way past steady West War-
wick vetgran Rob Grossguth on the way
to a 2-up victory in the semifinal round.

Leopold and Fiorenzano will play a
3t-hote match on Fniday morming, start-
mgat 730 am

“! haven't been back to the finals
since Lwon in '09, so it feels good,” Leo-
~ pold said “That was ny fiest year play-
ing so | didn't think anvthing of it I've
gotten beat in the semifinals a few times
now by some good players, so 1t's good
to be back.”

Leopold won his morming quarterfi-
nal match over Metacomet's Dave Nut-
tall, but it wasa't easy He never trailed,
but Nuttail— who had beaten two for-
mer State Am champs on Wednesday —
hadthe match evenaiter eight holes and

Results,
final palring

A Fwaa, moe, B e i . e
-gi:mmmmmm Cowem Valy, )
'mmmmmwm,mm

?ﬁyummmm. . Foster, Jaed b

Forenzann del Srossgu, 2
Lwﬁl_ﬂ.!ﬁl

T3 am - Frmans vl Lecpokd.

P P P T Tl .Y TI'YTYT™s

THE JOURNAL BOB SREIDENBACH

Brad Valols hits a drive on the'lithin
tus matéh aganst Bobby Leapold
Thursday Leocpoid rathed froma
three-noie deficit for the win

then kept plu.ggmg along. When Leo-

pold bogeyed ‘the 16th, his lead was.

down to one hole. Both players made
pars at 17, but Nuttall heoked his dnve
al the 18th hole out of bounds into a cant
staging area 10 end the threat.
Fiorenzano's moming match with
Rick Audette could have taken place on
a Saturday morning at Metacomet. Au-
dette is the club's champ, while Fioren-
zano is a junior member. The two were
all square through 11 holes, but Fioren-
zano won the next two holes with a par
and a birdie to take control. A double bo-
gey at the 16th hole cut his lead 1o one
but he matched Audette’s pars at the fast
two holes to move onto the afternoon.
Bath semifinal matches resembled
close boxing bouts with the players ea-
gerly waiting for someone {0 make the
big mistake. Fiorenzanoe and Grossguth
weren't separated by moere than one
hole until the final resuit. The match
was all square through 14 holes when
the youngster cracked first. At the 15th
hole, his dnve settled inte-a grove of
trees left of the fairway. He hit out into
more trouble and conceded the hole af-
ter Grossguth reached the par-1 in reg-

uiation.

But he didn't flinch at the deficit. Fio--
renzano won the 16th hole with a birdie
and then when Grossguth three-putted
from 22 feet at the difficult 17th green,
Fiorenzano had the lead He went tothe
300-yard 18th hole thinking aggressive-
ly and pounded his driver (o 10 yards off
the apron of the green.

“I've been hitting driver there all
week and § was expecting (Grossguth)
1o make a birdie so EHelt Lhad to make a
birdie,” he said

Grossguth’s second shot settled 12
feet above the pin and when his tncky
downhill putt missed, Fiorenzano had
cashed his ticket to the finais. He says
his experience playing high end colle-
glate golf with Rhody has paid off this
week.

“In college you play 36 holes a day all
thé time,” he said, “so that's helped me.
It's alot of competition so you learn a lot
about yourself and you have to deal with
the ebbs and flows of golf "

Leopold's match with Valois may not
have been the birdie-shoot that many
observers expected but it was exciting
Valois birdied the first hole 10 take a
quick lead and when Leopold missed a
four-footer for par at the third hole and
then pull hooked a wood to the green at
the par-5 fifth, the defending champ
held a three hote lead after five holes

But Valois missed a few chances o
put the hammer down. Leopoeld made a
birdie at the par-5 seventh and stayed
two down when Valois missed a seven
footer for birdie at the 8th. Valois bo-
geyed the 8th and then conceded a
three-foot Leepold putt for bird at the
11th 1o square the match. Valois stuffed
his tee shot at the par-3 12th but missed
a five-footer. The plavers stood on the
15th tee all tied up but Leopold quickly
changed that when he dropped his ap-
proach to three feet and made a birdie
for his first lead of the match.

Valois then made the match's key
mistake when he pushed his drive at the
par-5 i6th hole far right and out of
bounds. Now down two and needing a
minor miracle, Valois came up short on
his approach at 17 and didn’t get up-
and-dawn for a par

Leopold will certainly rate as the fa-
vorite in the championship maich, as
Fiorenzano readily admitted. But he'll
be ready to hattle.

“Fm going to have my hands full,”
Fiorenzano said, “but | know that 1
haven't played my best goif yet.”

Emcnamard providence ounat com:
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Surrey, about 45 minutes semhwm of Lon
don, Leopold came 1o the United States 1o

play for Rollins Coilege. - iets a drive fly in
That's where he met Taylor Cooke. - Friday morning's
*1t was the first day of school,” Leopold round al Montaup
said. Country Club in
* ey They're married now and have a 18- Portsmouth He
. - ' maonth-old son, Grayson, whe toddled aleng came away with
J]_[n Dﬂnﬂdﬂﬁn . beside his mother on Friday afternoon as his second R |.*
Leopold won his second Rhode Island Amau Amateur
PORTSMOUTH — Bobby Leopold has & teur championship, beating 22-year-old An championship,
- sweet swing and an even better accent. drew Fiorenzane, 4 and 2, at scenic Montaup despite some
British-bom, he talks like an announcer Country Club. excitement later in
for the BBC ard piws golf like a member of Leopold, 28, won his first Amateur title as the day.
the PGA. Crestwood, in 2000,
It was golf that irmughl him to America, “Winning this one is way better,” he said,
but love that brought him to Rhode Island.
A native of Farnham, England, which is in SEE DONALDSON, C5
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Andraw Florenzano hils a long ball on the sixth tee Friday abMontaup Country Club He trased the more seascned Bobby
cecpold. bul made thungs mteresting with several turdies on the back nine

DONALDSON

Continued from Cl

Leopold grinds out a win over Fiorenzano

“because | know what it
means now | was a kid
then | didn't have any ex-
pectations.”

He's been a perennsal
favonte since then, along
with Hrad Valois, who won
w2011 and "13, and Charlie
Hlanchard (2012)

People want to play us,”
Levpold, standing by the
16th green, with the Mount
Hope Bridge in the back-
ground. said alter beating
Frorenzane “They want 1o
beat us That's mice, but it's
hard ”

Leopold battled past Va-
lows iy Thursday's semulinal,
3and |, and-ed almost all
the way Friday against Fio-
renzano

The only tme Leopold
truiled in the 36-hole final
was on the opening hole in
the morming round, when he
hit hus dnve out of bounds

He evened the match
with a birdie on the par
second hole and took the
lead for good on the 17th ¥

Starting the afterncon
round 1-up, Leopold took a
cemmanding 4-up lead
threugh 27 holes by winnng
the par-3 eighth with a par
and the short, par-4 minth
with a birdie

The match appeared all
butl over when Leopold
came within inches of an
eagle on the 398.yard, par-4
Lith and was conceded his
turdie.

But the gutsy Fiorenzano
rolled in a 20-foot birdie
pult to salvage a halve to
remain 4-down and then
won the par-3 12th with
another birdie.

Both players birdied the
par-3 13th, and it was a
testing, ©-foot putt for par —
and a halve — on the par-3

14th that all but clinched the
maich for Leopold

“That pult was the big-
gest | had ali day,” Leopoid
said T was ighting my
puiter today. I'd putted well
afl week, but n abandened
me today B owas o grind all
the way ~

Florenzano knew the
mare scasoned Leopold
waould be tough 1o beat

“He's not going to beat
humself,” Fiorenzano said “1
knew that

“We both played some
good golf on the back nine
Iwas excining But he was
the better player today "

Leopold keeps getting
better and better, in large
part because of the help of
his father-in-law, Scott
Cooke, who teamed with
Scott Teller to wan the State
Four-Ball in 1975

On Fnday, Cooke worked
for Leopaold, as tus caddy, as
he often does The rest of
the tume, Leopold works for
his father-in-law, in the
Baron Insurance Agency

Leopold actually made a
quick stop i the office late
Thursday aflemoon after
pasling wins over Dave
Nuttall Jr in the quanerfi-
nals and then Valos

1 didn't do any work,
though.” he said, smubing
“Just sent a few emails.”

Leopold works hard in
the wanter so that he has
tume fer golf in the warm
weather

“Insurance s a hard bus:-
ness,” he sad “It's hike golf.
When you start out, you
want 10 quit But as you
work at #, 1t gets better ”

Both Leopold and Fioren-
zanao, who just finished his
senior seasen ap URL, are
only going 1o get better

Bobby Leopold beat Fiorenzano, 4 and 2 adding another R
Amateur titie to the one he won at Crestwood in 2609

“His swing,” Coake sard
of hus son-tn-taw, “is a work
in progress. I3 keeps getting
better andd better His ball
striking today was superior
He has such control over his
rons.

“it’s fun seeing how much
he's progressed He was a
mediocre college player But
he's become an elite mid-
amateur player”

Leopald, who on Tuesday
will play in the sectional
qualifying tournament for
the U.S. Amateur at Kirk-
brae, in Lincoln, has made u

to match play i both the
U S, Amateur and the US
Mid-Amateur

And, now, he's a two-time
Rhode Island Amateur
champien

“We're really proud of
hum,” Cooke said
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